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“Except Ye Become as Little Children ” 
By Rose Trumbull 


“THOUGH fame and learning and riches © 
great 

Outside the gateway of God may wait, 

Unchallenged may enter the undefiled '* 

And open mind of a little child. 








Genesis and Griffith Thomas 


To study God's own written record of the earliest 
experiences of mankind on this earth is to be our 
Sunday-school privilege in 1913. The first six months 
of the new year are to be devoted, in the International 
Uniform Lessons, to the book of Genesis. And 
Genesis is one of the books that has been under 
severe fire by the Higher Criticism. Sound, rever- 
ent guidance in its study is to be welcomed. Pro- 
fessor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., is a British 
Bible scholar who is thoroughly familiar with the 
literature of the destructive Higher Criticism, yet who 
believes unswervingly in the inspiration and super- 
natural character of the Bible as a unique book, God's 
own Word, differing from all other books. From 
1905 to 1910 Dr. Thomas was Principal of Wycliffe 
Hall, at Oxford, England. He then came to Can- 
ada to fill the chair of Old ‘Testament Literature 
in Wycliffe College, Toronto. . His published wri- 
tings include such works as a three-volume com- 
mentaty on Genesis, ‘‘ Methods of Bible Study,’’ 
«Life Abiding and Abounding,’’ and ‘ Chris- 
tianity is Christ.'’- His discussion of ‘Old Tes- 
tament Criticism and New Testament Christianity '' 
forms the leading chapter in the latest volume. of 
‘« Fundamentals,'’ that remarkable series of books 
circulated throughout the world to declare the historic 
faith of Christianity. Together with his ripe British 
scholarship, Dr. Thomas not only stands firm for the 
inspiration and authority of the Scriptures, but is res- 





olutely insistent on the grace of God in Jesus Christ 
as the.only hope of mankind. He has already done 
much valuable editorial work for The Sunday School 
Times ; and now the Times welcomes him to its staff 
of lesson-writers. He will write every week on the 
Genesis lessons in 1913, furnishing the article that 
provides ‘*The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary, and Light 
on Puzzling Passages."’ 
Pat 


When We Don’t Have Our Way 


It usually surprises us to find that our best 
times come when we are not able to control things, 
On a particularly beautiful day recently a Christian 
man said to a friend, ‘‘ ZAzs is the kind of weather 
we would have if we were making it ourselves,’’ 
‘And this is the kind of weather we get when Some- 
body else makes it for us,'’ was the quiet reply. It 
was an unexpected rebuke, and a needed one. It is 
never our planning that brings us the best things. 
The unsearchable riches of life are God’s sheer gifts to 
us. How easy and joyous life becomes when we 
stop trying to have our way, and, in Christ, yield 
completely to the One whose way is always better than 


ours! 
a a 
Set: Free From. Wrong Desires 


‘Any and every desire to do that which we know 
to be wrong can be instantly and completely removed 
in Clirist Jesus. It is. never necessary that any disci- 
ple ‘of ‘Christ should struggle against a desire to com- 
mit known sin. For every such desire can, at any 
time, be replaced at once and miraculously by entire 
freedom from the desire. This sounds impossible 
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Trying Hard or 


AMES MARTINEAU has beautifully said that 
‘*the characteristic of pagan religion is trying 
hard, ‘while thé characteristic of Christian re- 

ligion is gently trusting.’’ The pains and penances 
and pilgrimages of pagan religion are familiar to us 
all. But something very like them creeps into every 
man's religion at times. Trying harder is the thing 
that most naturally occurs to us when we would amend 
our ways. The heathen God must be placated, and 
sometimes the Christian in these days of greater 
energy is tempted to think of his God as looking 
favorably upon nothing but work. And when we 
think of achieving a higher and holier life our minds 
almost inevitably begin to move in terms of strenu- 
ousness and effort. Very often we name to ourselves 
so many conditions that they simply dismay us, and 
we postpone attempting them. The conditions of 
spiritual life come to seem so taxing and so burden- 
some that we desist from one activity after another. 
Sometimes a character truly Christian in its aim and 
sympathies breaks off midway through an over- 
strained emphasis on one single element of the Chris- 
tian life. And though we think we are done with 
Romanism, yet penance and works will again and 
again creep into our hearts. 

Many hearts are heavy because the more they think 
upon what they have done or left undone the more 
impossible the arrearages seem. We cannot make it 
allup. Again and again we have to acknowledge 
that we have nothing to pay, and be frankly forgiven. 

The further we get from prayer and the reading of 
the Scriptures, the more certainly we shall fall again 
into this atmosphere of trying hard. As the gospel 
comes to human lives in the New Testament, there 
seems to be no strain. . One of the reasons why we 
so eften fail to understand it is that in it we miss 
what we:are always looking for in life around us, 


even to the Christian who has not experienced the 
full power of the full presence of Christ in the life. 
But it is being abundantly proved in many lives. 
One who had known the truth for’ himself, and had 
lived in the freedom of Christ's own life, and then 
had found himself through sin again gripped in the 
clutch of old sinful desires, was frightened at the in- 
tensity and power and attractiveness of that from 
which he had thought himself forever freed. Then 
he remembered that Christ had the power to make 
the very allurements of wrong desire unattractive : 
the power to make one literally mo¢ want to do the 
thing which appealed to sinful nature. He simply 
yielded himself up again in surrender and faith to 
Christ as his life ; and soon both struggle and desire 
had ceased. Such peaceful freedom is better than 
desperate fighting. And the freedom of the life of 
God is God's gift to those whose life is Christ. 


x 
To Convince Others 


When we have let Christ prove to us what his 
power can do for us, we begin to have a powerful 
message for others. It is said that some one once 
asked Mel Trotter how he knew that he was converted. 
‘*Why, bless your heart,’’ was the answer, ‘‘I was 
there when it happened.'’ Trotter's, information on 
conversion was gotten at first hand ; he knows what 
he is talking about when he tells another man what 
conversion can do for him, _ If we would have an in- 
escapable gospel for others we must have been there 
‘‘when it happened’’ ourselves. And if our pow 
is to continue, each new day must record new ‘‘hap- 

enings’’ of Christ's power in our own life. The 
t witness tells what he himself has seen. 
al 
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Gently Trusting 


namely, great human achievements. Great spiritual 
results are accomplished, men’s lives are changed, 
but the causes seem inadequate. Nowhere is there 
any great thing named for men to do. The Philip- 
pian jailer is all ready to try harder, but all Paul has 
to say to him. is that he, is to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. To a sturdy, practical Roman citizen, 
all ready to do something downright, this seems 
almost like an anti-climax. The greatest Christian 
is not the one who has done the most for Christ, but 
the one for whom Christ has done the most. 

Sometimes. we need to drop all thought whatsoever 
of how much or how little we have done, for that 
thought obscures the true relation between us and 
God. Had we achieved a thousand times as. much 
as we have we should be no nearer satisfaction. 
This restless, incessant desire to do must be dealt 
with sooner or later. It has to be disappointed and 
baffled and renounced, it has to seem to us as if 
there were no more any progress possible to us, until 
we are brought to see that our finest offering to God 
is not intense and protracted toil, but trust. 

Nearly every great spiritual experience which is 
recorded for us contains these strange passages of 
earnest, incessant, and faithful endeavor when the 
soul makes no headway and God seems to give no 
increase, however great our labor. Wesley had the 
experience ; Conyers of Helmsley had it ; Bushnell 
had it ; Chalmers had it. After that came ease and 
power. Work there was more than ever, but it was 
work with the secret of the Lord in it. 

When we have sinned, and are filled with bitter- 
ness and shame over it, the thing that we long for 
most, and most naturally, is some form of activity 
which will offset or counteract what we have done. 
Trying harder seems for people who have sinned as 
we have the only thing that has any moral ring to it. 
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Gently ngs may answer for those who have not 
fallen as we have, but for us, whose fall has been 
downright and whose sin has been like a blow against 
righteousness, what we crave is a stroke as deEnite 
and telling for righteousness, But that is just what 
we cannot make then. To attempt it is to call for 
double work from depleted strength. It is God's 
force which the sinner has to use, strength of which 
he hardly can see how it can still be put at his dis- 
Panic energy on our part does not put us in 
the way of it. We have to be quiet and to endure 
our sinful selves and face the trouble we have made 
and trust God that he will forgive and renew. We 
would like to d3 something as downright as our sip 
to atone for it, but it is God who has to do that, and 
our sole opportunity is to trust that he will. 
Never does our whole life come into more action 
than when we ‘rust God anew. There are years when 





To “Get My Faith in Shape” _.. 
The faith of those who believe in Christ is being 
attacked in many plausible ways to-day, as always. 
How can we best be prepared to meet such attacks ? 
‘An inquiry from a Sunday-school teacher represents a 
very common and wide-spread need. She writes : 

What would you advise a college boy to read, aside from 
the Bible,—that, of course,—to help him against the pew 
liberal ideas of the day? ‘He says, ‘‘ I've heard an attack on 
my faith which I can't answer,’’ and adds, ‘‘! must get my 
faith in shape, so when a man does attack it I'll have 7 
answer ready."' I'm not wise enough to help much, thou 
I've been the boy's Sunday-school teacher for years, and he 
looks to me, F 

Faith is not knowledge; The reading of the best 
things does not necessarily strengthen our faith. 
Faith ‘is an act, and:an activity, Those whose faith 

: is in the ‘best shape to meet attacks are those who are 
‘using their' ‘faith ‘the most. To get our faith into 
better working order does not mean that we must know 
‘more; but’that we must do more ina certain direction. 

Faith is’““that act by which one person, a sinner, 
comntits himself‘to another Person, a Saviour."’ The 
more complété and the more continuous this act is, — 
the real conimitnient of our lives to Christ, —the 
“stronger aid more intelligent our faith becomes. A 
full-grown, able-bodied Christian faith, equal to meet- 
ing all comers, calls ‘not only for our acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, but also for our unconditional 
surrender to Christ as Master. Then Christ can and 
does become literally our whole life. . Then our faith 
is the faith of Christ. ‘Then we know by personal ex- 
perience the supernatural Jower of Christ in our own 
lives ; his power to deliver us from sin and to lead us 
in triumph, his power to make all things new for us. 
One who has thus committed himself unreservedly to 
the mastery and keeping of Christ has a personal ex- 
perience of Christ in his life which he dnows is true. 
While he thus abides in Christ, no attack can be 
made on his faith which he cannot answer : Christ 
himself, his Lord and Life, is the answer. One may 
be confronted with all sorts of questidns about the 
Bible or theology which he cannot answer; and 
prayerful, patient study may be needed to see the 
light upon those ; but his fas#h, the act by which he 
lives in continuous dependence upon and union with 
Christ, has its answer always ready : Christ, known 
and appropriated and powerfully working, is the 
answer, 

The best help that we -as teachers can give the 
members of our classes is to let them see that Christ 
is the great, overwhelming, always dominant and 
always radiant fact of our lives. To let Christ be thus 
inescapahly revealed in us is to show others how one 
may have his faith always ready. 

While faith is thus not a matter of intellectual 
knowledge, God nevertheless often uses intellectual 
knowledge to lead persons into the act of faith. Some 
helps to faith in Christ were mentioned in Notes on 
Cpen Letters in The Sunday School Times of No- 
vember 2, 1912. A series of books that deals in a 
popular and forceful way with the various attacks on 
the Christian position is entitled ‘*The Funda- 
mentals.’’ Eight volumes have so far been issued, 
and the volumes are sent free of charge to all minis- 
ters and Christian workers by the Testimony Publish- 
ing Company, 808 La Salle Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 
The volumes are issued to the laity at a cost of fifteen 


cents each, postpaid. A small book that compactly . 


deals with the general principles of liberal theology 
ard sets forth the real foundatton of the Christian 
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our own activity may seem to us the. most real force 


in the world, but there comes a time to all deep ex- 
perience when our own action does not seem so im- 


t in, pee Soe. we ize that our souls 
ve taken part in ing far than our own 
activity. To merge ourselves in though it seem 
the quietest action in the world, makes us feel that 
we have shared in greater energy than we ever have 
in our own ind dent undertakings. Trust looks 
tame to the and weak to the ambitious, 
but it is the greatest energy a human soul can employ. 
The weakest can therefore employ the greatest energy. 
He who depends upon himself must. see his force 
gradually and certainly abating and the confines of 
his strength getting nearer and nearer, but in the life . 
of trust the confines of our strength are always being 
set a little farther away. The greatest thing the human 
soul ever does is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Faith is ‘‘ The Old Faith and the New Gospels,’’ by 
Dr. A. B. Simpson, published by the. Alliance Press 
Co., 692 Eighth Avenue, New York, at 75 cents. One 
of the latest treatments of the problems raised by 
radical criticism of the Bible is found in ‘* Reasonable 
Biblical Criticism,’’ by Wiilis J. Beecher, published 
by The Sunday School Times Company, at $1.50. 
The present system of destructive Biblical criticism, 
it is believed by some scholars, is receiving its death- 
blow at the hand of the new science of ‘archeology. : 
A fascinating and convincing book that opens this 
subject up for the average reader has just been written 
by Professor Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, under the title, 
‘¢ The Deciding Voice of the Monuments in Biblical 
Criticism,’’ published by the Bibliotheca ‘Company, :: 
Oberlin, Ohio, Dr. Kyle is also. conducting in ‘The 
Sunday School Times a department that brings the: 
Bible student into close touch with current \archeo.: 
logical discoveries. AURA Be 

We ought to be able to give a reason for our faith::/o 
But the only sure and enduring reasor is the conquer- 
ing presence of Christ in our hearts ' Peter settled)<: 
this for us when he wrote ;: *‘Sanctify in your! hearts’: - 
Christ as Lord : being ready always to give ariswer to 
every man that asketh you a reason concerning the: 
hope that is in you.’’ When we make Christ King, the’ 
reasons for our Christian belief are always at‘hand. — 


— 
When Children Ask about Jesus’ Birth 


As Christmas time comes on, it is natural that 
questions about Jesus’ birth should be asked by chil- 
dren in the Sunday-school and the home. How shall 
such questions be answered? A reader in the prov- 
ince of Quebec tells of the problem as it exists in a 
junior department there : 

The question was asked a few weeks ago by one of our 
teachers as to '‘ How to explain to juniors the mystery of the 
Divine Birth.’’ The question had been asked a class of boys, 
‘* Who was Jesus?"’ and one of them answered, ‘' the son of 
Joseph and Mary."" Perhaps your opinion as to how best to 
explain to young inquisitive minds the mystery of the Son of 
God taking upon himself the form of a little child and placin 
himself in the care of an earthly foster-father would be helpful 
to others called upon to answer the same question. Would 
it be wise to use as illustrations cases of great or famous men 
having, for reasons best known to the all-wise Father, never 
known father or mother except foster-parents into whose care 
they had come, sometimes apparently by accident, in their early 
childhood ? oe 

Children can, it would seem, safely be told that as 
Jesus is the only Son of God, so God, is Jesus’ 
Father in a different way from that in which God is 
the Heavenly Father of all of us. The Father and 
Jesus had been together in heaven, as Father and 
Son, long before Jesus ever came to this earth as a 
child. And when the time came for Jesus’ life on 
earth, God, who was still and always will be Jesus’ 
Father, chose Mary to be his earthly mother. Jesus 
had no earthly father in the same way that he had an 
earthly mother ; butin order that there might be some 
one who could take the place of an earthly father, 
God chose Joseph to fill this place in the boy Jesus’ 
life. Joseph and Mary both understood this; and 
Joseph lovingly did for Jesus all that a human father 
would have done; and the two loved each other 
dearly. But Jesus more and more,.as he grew up, 
came to realize that God was his Father ;. and he made 
God's love known to us as we never could have known 
it in any other way. 

It would seem questionable to liken Jesus’ case to 
that of great men and their foster-parents. For the 


small our income nor how large our needs. 
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likeness is not complete ; all such men had 
two human parents, as Jesus did not have ; is it not 
better, therefore, to avoid even indirectly suggesting 
to the child a relationship which might later necessi- 
tate a readjustment of ideas in order to accept the fact 
of the Virgin Birth? _ 

ax 


When Shall We Tithe ? 


It is a privilege to know that, no matter how 
small our income may be, we may set aside a certain 
proportion of it exclusively for the Lord’s use. If it 


‘were not that God makes this privilege very plain in 
in 


his Word, there might be times lives of his 
children when they would long to make gifts to him 
but would feel that it was vane! just then to do so. 
He has guarded against this in his teachings about 
the tithe. A Nebraska reader describes a situation 
in which. there would have seemed to be doubt about 
the tithing privilege except for the provisions of God's 
i which are abundantly blessed in experience. 
e writes ; 


My partner and I, being of equally limited means, received 
the same wages,—$75 per month,—and were alike active in 
Sunday-school wor His family consisted of himself and 
wife (she having a separate ¢ and support from an in- 
herited farm). was éndeavoring to support a family of nine, 
one of which was a helpless invalid for life. Our doctor and 
help bills, being from $150 to $300 each year, could not be 
avoided. 

The obligation to love and provide was applicable in each 
family. Should each give to the support of the gospel, 
and shall the family of nine limit their living to less than the 
family of two? 

I have wondered how Jesus would equalize a condition like 
this if he were on earth. 

Jesus ‘‘ equalizes"’ all conditions for us by offering 
all that he himself is to every individual and family 
that will fully receive him. Thus the dest blessings 
he gives alike to all who will take them. But he 
apparently does not intend to equalize conditions 
among all people in the matter of their much less 
important possessions, Yet it is certain that he 
would not wish the family of nine to miss the joy and 
blessing of giving, any more than the family of two. 
‘That is one of the wonderful things about God's laws : 
they are offered, with equal blessing, to lives of 
widely differing circumstances, 

__, It seems to be one of God's permanent principles 
for ‘this’ life that we may confidently set aside one- 
tenth of our income for his work, no matter how 
It is the 
same sort of principle as that of Sabbath observance ; 
no matter how heavy is the pressure of our work; 
God authorizes us to set aside one-seventh of our time 
for restfully worshiping him. The man of heaviest 
responsibilities is as much entitled to this blessing of 
Sabbath-day communion with God as is the man of 
few responsibilities. So of the blessing of giving. 
The head of a family of nine is as much entitled to 
share in the joy of the Lord’s service by giving his 
tenth as is the head of the family of two, even though 
their incomes are the same. Part of the blessing of 
this comes to pass in the tested and proved fact that 
God can-then use the remaining nine-tenths of the 
man’s income, to provide for the family’s needs, 
better than he could have used the whole ten-tenths, 
just as he can use six-sevenths of a.man's time for 


the ordinary activities of life better than he could use 


seyen-sevenths, ; 

So the inquirer’s case is simple. Such a one 
may confidently, in thanksgiving and prayer, devote 
his tenth, or $90, to the Lord's treasury, knowing 
that with the remaining $810 the Lord can abundantly 
provide for his family’s needs. If this means limit- 
ing his family’s living to much less than the scale 
adopted by his partner, he may trustfully accept that 
fact. It is not his duty to decide how his partner's 
family should live, It may be his partner's duty to 
live on a different scale, or it may not be ; but that is 
a matter for the partner to let God settle for him. This 
is to be remembered, that the tenth is to be reckoned 
only as a minimum payment into the Lord’s treasury. 
It may be God’s will that the partner should give 
much more than the tenth ; and for him to limit his 
giving to one-tenth may be as wrong as for the man of 
larger family to give less than a tenth. 

Remarkable evidences of God’s blessing upon 
faithfulness in tithing are given in a series of ten pam- 
phlets on tithing which may be obtained for 15 cents 
from ‘* A Layman,’’ 143 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 
Ill. Single pamphlets may be had for a two-cent 
stamp. Even under circumstances when all human 
reasoning would seem to forbid tithing a8 an im- 
practicable, unfair bondage, God has proved it to be 
a key to rich blessings of his love. There is never 
any hardship in the doing of God's will that compares 
with the hardship of not doing his will. 




















‘LESSON FOR DEC. 8 (Matt. 18 : 1-14) 








** He shall go in and out and find pasture" (John 10 : 9). 


ge egy I have read this story of the first 
Napoleon. A great battle was impending. The 
commander was inspecting his troops. Turning 
from a mass of undisciplied, inexperienced men. be- 
fore him, hie said to one of his generals : ‘‘ These 
men I know nothing about.’ Then, as his eye ran 
over a body of men near him who had.been with him 
for a short time and knew something of march, 
bivouac, and battlefield, he said: ‘*These men I 
think 1 can trust.’’ Finally, he turned to a division 
of troops who-had been with him in all his campaigns. 
They were the veterans of his army. They had been 
baptized in blood and fire in many a fierce and deadly 
Struggle. 
stern countenances, ready, and waiting for the onset 
of the coming battle, the great commander turned 
from them with a heart pulsing with pride and confi- 
dence, and said quietly to his wngeerrie’ : “ These men 
I knowl can trust."" , 

How shall we become men and women whom God 
can trust? How shall we shun the calamity of a con- 
tinuous spiritual babehood, stunted in growth and 
blighted in fruitage? How shall we come to full- 
grown manhood in Christ Jesus? How shall we grow 
strong and ‘find pasture’’? Jesus Christ answers 
these vital questions with his usual matchless sim- 
plicity and searchingness in the tenth chapter of 
John’s Gospel. «‘*By me,"’ he says, ‘‘if any man 
enter in he shall be saved."’ That is salvation, But 
he goes on to tell the secret of growth for those who 
are saved. He tells us how to escape spiritual dwarf. 
age. He teaches us how to grow ; how to feed; how 
to find pasture, in these striking words : 


‘He shall go in and out and find pasture"? (John:: 


10 

Te believer is a priest of God. As the priest goes 
~ in to God, and: goes out to men, so must it -be with 
the believer. He must go in to commune : he must 
go out to serve. He must go in in faith ; he must go 
out in love. He must go in to get from God: he 
must go out to give to men, He must go in for vis- 
ions : he must go out for tasks. He must go in for 
life : he must go out to bear fruit. He must go in to 
wait on God: he must go out to work formen. He 
must go in to listen : he must go out to speak. This 
is his balanced life—to go in and to go out. And as 
he does so, Christ says, he ‘* finds pasture’’ ; hé feeds; 
learns the secret of growth and gain in the Christian 
life. Let us think awhile of him in this relation God- 
ward, in his life of going-in. And let us note first, 
that— 


We Must Go in to Feed on the Word. 


This Book tells you of the cleansing of your soul 
from the deepest-dyed: stains of guilt ; of its redemp- 
tion from darkness and death to light and eternal life in 
Jesus Christ ; of your right to Sonship of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus ; of the indwelling of God's own eternal 
Spirit within you ; of strength to resist the fiercest 
temptations which may assaii you’; of power to serve 
in all the life-work to. which God has called you ; of 
joy and peace amid tribulation and suffering ; of de- 
liverance from this body of sinful flesh into a body 
like unto that of his radiant glory ; of the overthrow 
and destruction of the great enemy of yoar soul ; of 
the coming of your Lord and King in all the glory of 
his holy angels ; of his triumphant and splendid reign 
upon a redeemed and glorified earth ; of the glad day 
when God shall wipe away all tears from your eyes 
and the tabernacle of God shall be with men ; and of 
the everlasting, changeless, blissful ages of eternity 
through which you shall live in the face-to-face pres- 
ence of your Lord, and in the ceaseless joy of his ser- 
vice and will in the universe. Can you neglect such 
pastures of tender grass as these? Can you afford not 
to go in and broou over such a Book until it fires your 
soul for your King and sends you forth with burning 
heart to do his will among_lost, sinning men, and 
hasten the glorious day of his appearing? . While 
the men and women who feed upon the dry, juice- 
less husks of the world are starving in soul and 
spirit, the child of God who feeds upon his Book 
will grow strong and rich, and, as he thus ‘goes 
in“’ shall find pasture such as the world doth never 
feed upon. 


As they stood before him with set lips and ~ 


THE: SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 





THE PASTURED 


By JAMES H. MCCONKEY, ‘nr 





Are there two different classes of Christians? Paul 
_ wrote to the Corinthian Christians as unto carnal, 
as unto babes in Christ. Is it possible to step at 
once from the bed of weakness as a Christian in- 
valid into the place of a full grown man in Christ 
Jesus,—a soldier strong in the strength of his Lord ? 
The open door to just that miracle of grace is the 
message of Mr. McConkey’s unfolding of the sim- 
plicity and the mystery of the Gospel. How to 
‘keep living the life of abundance and to shun the 
life of indigence, is the secret of those who have 
learned to find pasture. It is just like our Lord 
Jesus to make such complete and sure and simple 
provision for the victorious living of his chosen 
ones. Have you known the constant, abiding peace 
and power of it ? 








We Must Go in fo Drink of the Spirit. 

‘* Be not drunken with wine, but be filled with the 
Spirit,"" is God's striking word in Ephesians 5 : 18. 
What is it to drink wine? It is to open the body to 
wine, which thereupon fills us. What is it to drink of 
the Spirit? It is to open the soul to the Spirit, which 
thereupon fills us, The great truth here is this: 
Whatever we open to fillsus. lf we open the body 
to wine it fills. When we open the soul to God the 
Spirit fills. This is what communion does. It opens 
the soul to.God; . He who ‘‘goes in,’’ he who waits 
upon God-in the secret place, as literally opens his 
‘soul to:the inflow of God's own spiritual life as the 
wine-drinker opens his lips to the inflow of wine. 
* Here is a Christian man. He goes to his.doorstep 


Sunday morning and picks up the Sunday paper. He 


ins ‘to read,» That is, he opens his ‘mind to its 
subject-matter. Hour after hour he reads. At the 
end of that time he is filled with its contents. Then 
he goes to church. But the best sermon his pastor 
may preach cannot drive out from his being the things 
of the world which now possess him. That to which 
he opened has filled. But suppose he starts the day 
in a different fashion. Suppose he goes into the 
secret place of prayer. He bows over the Word of 
God. He prays in faith to God. He waits in silence 
before God; believing that ‘*They which wait upon 
the Lord shall change their strength.’’ Such a man 
opens his soul to God, And he to whom he opens 
fills him. And surely as he was before filled with the 
spirit of the world to which he opened, so is he filled 
with the Spirit of God before whom he waits. And 
the days in which he does this he will be conscious of 
a new quietness, peace, and power in his daily life. 
For this is what it is to drink not of wine, but of the 
Spirit. 
We Must Go In to Keep from Choking. 

Here is a submarine diver. He dons his brazen 
helmet and leaden shoes, and sinks beneath the sur- 
face of the sea. Now God never created him to live 
beneath the water. And if the element which sur- 
rounds him should break through his helmet, it 
would instantly suffocate him. He is a creature of 
God's free air above. He must have that tolive. So 
up above him men keep steadily pumping down fresh 
air through a rubber tube to keep him alive while he 
plies his dangerous calling. 

Is not this a picture of our spiritual dangers and 


-needs? We are born from above. We belong to 


another world, Our life is hid with Christ in God. 
We move constantly in a worldly atmosphere which, 
like the water encompassing the diver, chokes and 
suffocates the soul when it breaks through and fills it, 
There is only one remedy. ‘Our life is hid with 
Christ in God.’’ We must live like the under-sea 
diver. We must draw our daily life from God, 
through Christ. And this we do in the secret place. 
It is as we ‘‘goin'’ to the hidden place with God, 
and learn the secrét of communion with him, that we 
are saved from the suffocating choke-damp of the 
worldly atmosphere in which we are compelled to 
move. 

What a striking word is that of our Lord’s upon this 
very truth, ‘The cares of this world, the deceitful- 
ness of riches, ‘and the: lusts of other things, choke 





Author of “ The Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” 
Surrendered Life,” “ Prayer,” “ Life Talks,” etc. — 
—— 


"743 











SHEEP 





the Word.’’ Cares, riches, fleshly desires—these are 
the deadly trio of Word-chokers! As these surge 
into a man’s life they suffocate it. It becomes like 


the snowy lily standing in its spotless whiteness until 
the weeds and thorns creep in about its roots, and 
then it bows, and droops, and withers under the 
deadly. choking of its foes, If the curtain could be 
lifted from the lives of thousands of busy, feverish 
Christian men immersed in these things, they would 
be seen gasping for spiritual breath, throttled by the 
clutch of these spiritual foes. 


dt Does Not Take Long to Go in. 


Perhaps as we speak you are thinking of long in- 
tervals of devotion and communion with your Lord, 
You picture the secret closet of prayer where men 
spend hours with him. You dream of some moun- 
tain-top where in the stillness of the desert-place God 
speaks so clearly to your inner soul as you are shut 
off from men. You think of. the cloistered depths of 
the forest, where there is no sound but the twitter of 
~birds and the drone of insects, and where the tree- 
tops through which you worship weave quaint pat- 
terns against the background of God’s own sky. And 
well is it for you if you have such places and such 
hours to go in to God, Our Lord had such, and 
many of them, 

But a man does not need these to goin. Nor, in 
the busy whirl and rush of life, can he always have 
them, even if he would. But God is.so near, and the 
arrows of prayer so swift in their course, and our 
Father so waitingly intent for every cry of prayer that 
starts on its upward way, that it does not take long to 
goin. In an instant of doubt, at. the first pang of 
distress, with the first misstep of a mistaken course, 
in the first second ofa fierce temptation, you may go 
in. Amid the rush of traffic, the fever of a hurried 
day, the pressure of a strained and. suffering one, \ypu 
may go in, if but for a second or two of precious'ap- 
proach, You may lift your heart in it all. and whis- 
per, ‘* God help me ; deliver me ; give me strength ; 
guide me ; suffer not my foot to slip."” And he will 
hear you. And you will learn the sweet lesson of 
how quickly and how easily we may go in, in this so 
sorely needful life of prayer. 


But One Must Also ‘* Go Out."* 


Do you remember Achsah’s choice of inheritance in 
the land of promise? She asked Caleb for ‘‘ springs 
of water."’ And he gave her ‘‘ the upper springs, and 
the nether springs’’ (Josh, 15 : 19). There is a beau- 
tiful spiritual teaching here. God indeed has sky- 
springs. Ever and anon the heavens open and pour 
forth their rains upon the thirsty earth, making the 
fields to spring up in fragrant flowers. But God also 
has lower springs. Right in the pathway of our daily 
toil, from amid the dust and grime of the earth, God 
makes springs to burst forth and slake the thirst amid 
the labor and heat of the summer. Even while he 
toils, the weary worker may kneel and drink of the 
spring that bursts from the ground at his feet. So of 
the spiritual life. He who ‘‘goes in’ to the secret 
place of prayer does indeed drink of the fountain of 
God's life. This is God’s upper spring, zlways flow- 
ing for those who go in. But God has his lower 
springs, too, which burst from the ground by the 
pathway of our daily service. And the strength of 
God, and the blessing of God, are ours when we go 
out in service, as surely as when we go in for prayer 
in the loneliness of the mountain-tops or the seques- 
tered depths of the forest. We wax strong and grow 
in grace, not only by the in-take of communion, but 
by the out-give of service. 


The World is Waiting for You to Go Out. 

I know a Christian man who had this experience. 
He was strongly impressed to go speak to a. business 
friend concerning his soul’s salvation. Hour after 
hour the impression stayed with him. But he hesi- 
tated, and delayed. Night came, and he retired, but 
not to sleep. A strong conviction that he was diso- 
beying the Spirit of God gripped his soul, For hours 
he tossed in distress upon his bed. Away after mid- 
night his wife was awakened by his tossings, and 
sought the cause. He told her of his plight, and 
then added, ‘‘Just as soon as I can get to his store in 
the morning I will go and speak to my friend of Jesus 
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Christ." Morning came. Swallowing a hasty break- 
fast, he hastened to the merchant's place of business. 
| ow latter was ‘closeted with a couple of buSitiess 
iates. Up and down, outside the office, the 
waiting friend paced restlessly, As soon as the callers 
were gone he walked into the office and greeted the 
therchant. The latter in reply said, ‘1 want to see 
ou u an important matter.’’ 
: My’ friend answered, ‘‘John, 1 have no time for 
business now. I want to talk to you about accepting 
Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour."’ ‘ 

‘* That is the very thing I have been waiting for 

you to speak to me about,’’ was the astonishing 
reply. ; 
Without any further word of invitation, the business 
man definitely accepted Christ. All this time the 
Spirit of God had been striving with him. All this 
time he had been waiting for the human agent who 
should be God's messenger to bring to him the gos- 
pel,—waiting for the man who would ‘go out,"’ 
even as the Spirit of God was seeking to move him 
to 

Friend, somewhere some soul awaits your going 
out. It may be the young employee to whom you 
have never spoken of Christ ; it may be the man 
whom you jostle daily in the market-place or on the 
exchange ; it may be the one who is dearest to you in 
the fellowship of friendship, and yet who knows not 
the Lord to whom you give allegiance ; or it may be 
a little group in the dark and distant ends of the 
heathen world who, even unconsciously to them- 
selves, await the coming of the one who shall be to 
then God's messenger of light, life, and deliverance 
from the captivity of sin and death. ‘Therefore, for 
the sake of those who wait your coming, fulfil your 
royal priesthood, Give yourself to go in and go out. 
Go in and catch a vision of the tender love of God; 
go out and bear that love in face, voice, and deed to 
lost men. Go in and see God's wondrous compas- 
sion in ‘forgiving’ your blackened past; go out and 
bear the same spirit of forgiveness to those who have 
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with all b se mee selfishness, and n 

out in long-suffering ‘with. who treat you with 
some of the same phe ipa ana Stbbacorg Go in 
and get a vision of the Christ-life ; go out ‘and put 
away the pettiness, folly, and indifference of the self- 
life.’ And as you go in and go out you will feed, you 
— find pasture, you will grow strong in the spiritual 
ife. 


Any Kind of Going Out, However Humble, Pastures 
the Soul, : 


sinned against you. Go in and mark God's patience 
eglect ; go 


‘*I was walking down street one cold, winter day,"’ 
said a Christian man, ‘At a near-by corner sat_an 
old colored woman. Her face was wrinkled, her 
head white with age. Her withered hand was out- 
stretched in appeal for aid. Moved by a strong feel- 
ing of her need I stopped and dropped a good-sized 
coin into her hand. ‘Does you mean all dat for 
me, marse?" said she. I modded assent ‘I'll 
carry you to de feet of my Jesus for dat,’ was her 
trembling response. At once a great joy leaped into 
my heart. I passed on my way with my soul aglow 
with the consciousness of the Master's presence, 


marveling that so great a blessing could come from so - 


trifling a deed.’’ 

And so, however insignificant your going out may 
seem to you, yet strength and growth will come in the 
going. It is not the sweep of service, but. the act of 
serving, which brings soul-growth. Steady, persist- 
ent service, seemingly of the most trifling kind, will 
be pasture to your soul, and bring growth to your 
life. Aim to be busily faithful in your sphere :. leave 
to God the expansion of that sphere. To teach theclass, 
visit the sick, comfort the sorrowing, cheer the down- 
cast, minister on all sides in the little things which 
come daily to your willing hands,—all this sort of 
going out will feed your inner life, and steadily ad- 
vance you in Christian growth. ‘If ye know these 
things, blessed are ye if ye dothem.’’ Itis in the 
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Sadie inner secrets of child life 





Have Met. 


By G. R. Harding Wood 





HERE are few branches of study so humbling for 
the conceited, so encouraging for the pessimistic, 
so inspiring for the apathetic, and so fascinating 

for us all, as the study of child-life. 

It does not matter very much whether you study 
the children of the rich or of the poor, of the learned 
or of the unlearned. The fact that your material is 
the child is sufficient. 

In my travels among the children of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland nothing has surprised me more 
than the amount of thinking most little people do, 
and the very sensible conclusions they come to. 

However, alongside of this there is the extraordi- 
nary literalness with which children accept what they 
hear and which leads them to the most curious con- 
clusions, especially when they have only half heard 
what was said or sung, I remember, for instance, a 
little child in my own father’s Sunday-school, who, 
when the class was asked to choose a hymn, sug- 
gested the one beginning, ‘‘ When mother was a 
sailor."" The child meant, ‘‘When mothers of 
Salem."’ 

Still more extraordinary is this story: A certain 
nurse was in the habit of singing a hymn with her 
little charge at bedtime. One night the child asked 
that they might sing the hymn about, ‘If we see 
Gumearly,’’ as if Gumearly were some person or 
thing to be seen. It took along time for the discov- 
ery to be made, but at last it came out that the hymn 
was one that the child had recently heard, the chorus 
of which begins, ‘If -we seek him early."’ 

One other hymn ‘‘story’’ comes to my mind. 
Some children were singing at home, with their 
mother, the first verse of the well-known children’s 
hymn, ‘‘ Jesus bids us shine,’’ when one little fellow, 
not satisfied, begged that they might have the ‘‘nosey 
bit.’ He meant the line which runs ; 


** Well he sees and Anows #t, 
If our light grows dim.’’ 


In a more serious vein, let me tell an incident I 
know of a little child and prayer. 

This little girl—Evelyn—steadily refused to repeat 
her prayers at night. No coaxing or threatening on 


the part of the mother was of any use. She seemed 
to have made up her little mind that she would not 
pray. 

A friend of mine came to stay at the house, and 
hearing of the child’s obstinacy asked if he might try 
his hand some night. Permission was granted, and 
my friend went up to the bed-room when the little 
girlie was ready to say ‘‘ good-night."’ 

** I’ ve come to say ‘ good-night,’'’ said my friend, 
coming up to the bedside, ‘‘and,’’ he continued, 
‘«T’ ve come instead of mother to-night to say prayers 
with Evelyn,"’ 

‘** No,"’ said thechild at once at the mention of the 
subject, ‘*I don't want to say prayers.’’ 

In a moment the man took in the sitflation ; the 
child was-far too tired and sleepy to do anything so 
irksome as to say prayers, so he added, ‘‘ Oh, you 
don’t want to pray ?"’ 

**No,’’ said the child testily. 

‘*I know, then, what we will do,’’ said the man. 
‘« I will kneel down by your bedside, and I will pray 
to Jesus, and I will tell him that Evelyn wants very 
much to say her prayers.’’ 

**No, but I don’t,’’ chimed in the child. 

‘¢ Now,’’ said my friend, ‘listen to me ; you must 
not say anything until I’ve finished. 1 am going to 
tell Jesus that Evelyn wants very much to say her 
prayers’’—here he paused to impress this upon the- 
child—-*: but I'm going to tell Jesus that Evelyn is 
too sleepy to-night, but the first thing she will do in 
the morning when she wakes will be to say her 
prayers. Will that do?’’ 

The child nodded in assent. 

Then, kneeling down, he very simply fulfilled his 
promise, and then said ‘‘Good-night,’’ reminding 
the little one of what she had promised. to do on 
waking. 

He told the parents what he had done ; and imag- 
ine their surprise and delight:when.they heard a little 
voice from the cot in the corner of the room very 
early next morning repéating prayers twice over, and 
then saying, ‘* Pkease, Jesus, that’s once for this 
morning and once for. last- night when I--was ‘too 
sleepy."’ 
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A few years ago I was conducting a mission on the 
sands at the seaside for children, As I came away 


. pre A od beach Sérvice one day I noticed a boy of 


or eleven years of age leaving theservice 
with a girl a few yéars younger, —evidently his sister! 
Not recognizing them, I asked their names, and 
walked along with them, carrying the little girl's 
papers and books for her. 

Very soon we got into conversation. The boy— 
Eric—had always been a delicate child, and conse- 
quently had had a good deal of the company of older 
people, not having gone away to school. The girl— 

ileen—was just the reverse—boisterous, full of ani- 
mal spirit, and altogether more like a boy than a 

irl, 


8) ; \ 

After finding out their names and a good deal of 
home news, among which came the fact that to-day 
was Eric's birthday, we arrived at the gate leading 
into the garden of the house where they were stay- 
ing. 
**You said we might ask you a question,’’ said 
Eric, ‘if we did not understand all you said at the 
service."’ 

‘* Yes,’’ I replied, ‘‘ have you one?”’ 

** Well,’ he said, ‘‘ last year at the services on the 
beach we were told that if we shut up our eyes and 
told Jesus.we. were sorry for doing wrong, he would 
forgive us, and he would come to live with us to help 
us not to do wrong any more. And,'’ he continued, 
‘¢one day after the sermon, when we were all quiet, I 
did that, but, but,—’’ and then he looked up into 
my face, hoping I should understand all the rest. 

‘* But what ?’’ I said, wondering just what shape 
his question would take. : 

‘¢ Well,"’ he said, ‘‘ it was all right for a while, but 
somehow I've got back again, and, please, I want to 
know can I do that all over again some day at your 
service ?"* 

We were standing, as I have said, at the gate. I 
drew a line with my stick just-where the gate came, 
-and said ; ' 

‘¢ Let us suppose your house up there to be heaven, 

and. let us. suppose the path to the house to be-the 
narrow way which we read of in the Bible which 
leads te heaven: Tell me, how long does it take: me 
tostep across’this line and get.into the narrow: way?’ 
» 3#Ohy :it:doesn’t take any time,’’ said the boy. 
1 <4 Just so,’” I continued; ‘it didn’t take:you any 
time scarcely to shut up your eyes to tell Jesus you 
really did trust him as your own Saviour who died for 
you, and the moment you did so, you came into-the 
narrow way. » But it is a long path and—”’ 

‘Oh, I know,’’ said Eric, ‘the by-path meadow. 
Mother read it to us in ‘‘ Pilgrim’s Progress.’’ That's 
where I’ ve been !’’ 

And I do not think I ever had a better example of 
the value of good home influence and training. The 
boy saw exactly where he was, and told me the next 
day: ‘‘It's all right now, I’m back in the narrow way."’ 
And it was all right. Later I came to know the boy’s 
parents, and I knew from them what a difference it 
had made in his life. 

Just then the mother came up, and the boy gallantly 
introduced me. Then I went indoors and had some 
birthday cake, After I had admired his presents and 
played with some of them I left. But-I only got to 
the garden when Eileen ran after me, saying, ‘‘ May 
I ask a question, too?"’ 

So we stood under a big tree, and the child said : 

‘Is it very wrong to wish that Jesus was here 
now? Wouldn't it be a great help to us if we could 
see him just sometimes and talk to him ?"’ 

‘* Suppose, Eileén,’’ I said, ‘' that Jesus did come 
back and lived here, Suppose he came to this coun- 
try, to this place, and to your house.’’. The child’s 
face bearhed with delight at the very idea. ‘Just 
think of how the people here would crowd into your 
house, and how the people from all over the country 
who could afford it would: come here by train and 
steamer, and still how few could see and speak to 
Jesus. It would not be fair either to people in other 
countries,”’ 

*‘And it would be so inconvenient,’’ interposed 
the child. 

‘*Yes,"" I said, ‘‘and so he has sent some one in- 
stead who can be everywhere at the same time. Do 
you know who that is?’’ 

*¢The Holy Spirit,’’ said the child. 

And then we had such an interesting talk on not 
the easiest subject for.a child of nine years ! 

These are only snatches of experiences of children 
actually met and conversations actually held. 

May God increase the number of men and women 
in our land who will give their lives in whatever 
capacity-to teach the young about Jesus:! 

Lonpon, ENGLAND. 


























LESSON FOR DEC. 8 (Matt. 18 : 1-1 
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A World Journey Each Week 





_ Coieipeas of Need 
O YE,"* was’ the Master’ s last word (Mate 28: 28 : 

19). We are all to go; we are Po have 

We are to go with all our might e have 
all of his might at our command as we go. . This is 
not only the Master's last command; it is more; it 
is the constant impulse, and becomes the driving 
purpose of every Jesus-touched heart (Rom. 15 : I9- 
21; 1 Thess. 1: 7, 8). Most of us can’t go person- 
ally. Duty plainly holds us at home. ~ Those who 
can go personally are the highest privileged in service, 
even when the road is roughest. 

But we can all go, and-go most effectively in spirit. 
Both those who stay at home, and those who go in 
person to some one place, can go to the rest of the world 
in spirit. .. We go where we will in thought. We can 
go potentially where we will in spirit, in the name of 


our Lord Jesus, in, the power of the Holy Spirit, And_ 


what we do there in’ purpose, in spirit, by prayer, is 
woven into actual fact and life, 

Prayer is the rail and boat that carries us in spirit 
wherever we will to go. -The motive power back of 
all is ‘*The Blood of Jesus,’’ pe all the depth of 
meaning in that phrase (Rev. : 11) The con- 
ductor or captain who guides and seta oP is the Holy 
Spirit. . The human spirit is the traveler, gripped by 
a strong purpose, who, with heart aflame with tender 
love, and vision made clear by constant study of the 
Spirit-lit Book, goes obediently forth, singing as he 
goes (Psa. 126: 5, 6). 

Our-common life has been set a-going by God in a 
weekly rhythm (Gen, 1:1 to 2:3). We can't do 
better than follow this simple rule. . We can make a 
weekly journey in spirit around the world, changing 
things as we go... 

Where shall we start ? Well, the. Master’ s last 
word was.‘ beginning’ from. Jerusalem (Luke 2q': 
47; Acts 1: 8).. Let us follow that direction here. 
Some day we shall find a significance in that name 
beyond the mere geographical, 

What day of. the week shall we begin? ‘The old 
Hebrew sabbath came at the end of the week and 
brought rest from toil. The Christian's holy. day 
comes at the beginning of the week. _ It comes out of 
an open tomb, and means victory, rest of heart 
through victory, and so zest for the coming week's 
glad life and service. The Christian's life begins 
there, with the blood victory of that resurrection day ; 
all power begins there. There can be no othéf start- 
ing-point for this world-prayer journey. 

In what direction shall we go? The sailor's mag- 
netic compass points its needle north. History's 
compass of progress has 
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There is an aged native Christian in India, converted 
late in life, who prays daily for the world, mention- 
ing each continent by name. He has never been 
outside his native village, and no missionary sug- 
gested this prayer practise ; it was the heart of his 
Lord within, going out for His world. From every 
land where lost men or saved men dwell comes a 
call for every Christian’s prayer. To show that 
every Christian may be an effective world-interces- 
sor, and to help in getting ‘‘the rhythmic stroke in 
praying,”’ is the purpose of Mr. Gordon’s little 
* book “* The Quiet Time,”’ from which this message 
of a “world-prayer journey” is taken. If we 
would think God’s thoughts and have God’s love, 
we must have a world-love and world-thoughts. 
“ARNON sant Serine 98. Se wera lenenner- 
, Spirit conducted— around the world ? 


td The Quiet Time ’’ is a companion volume to ‘* Set 
Talks on Prayer’ and “‘ Quiet Toikes with World Win- 
ners,’’ but so arranged as to be used quite independ- 
ently of these. Blank pages are included in the bock 
for noting prayer. items for ‘* Personal,’’ ‘‘ Home- 
Land,"’ and “ Foreign-Land " needs. At the top of 
these prayer pages are printed verses that tell of esus’ 
Habits of Prayer—chronologically arranged; Jesus’ 
Teachings on yer are printed at the bottom of the 
es. The book ii incledse also ‘The Finnish Gold 
tory," which appeared in recent issues of the Times, 
“* The Quiet Time '’ may be obtained from your local 
dealer, or from The Sunday School Times Co., or from 
the publisher, F. H. Revell Co., New York, at 25 cents. 








word, ‘‘Go ye,’’ ringing anew in our hearts, we turn 
our faces toward the rising sun, thinking of another 
rising Sun (Mal. 4: 2). 

Each day we obey the heart's first instinct and 
pray for personal needs, for loved ones, and for home 
needs. Then, following the direction of the Master's 
voice and face and pointing hand on Olivet, we swing 
out on this world journey. 

The bit of prayer-time on Saddath day will be spent 
in the countries grouping about Jerusalem,—that is, 
Syria, and all of Turkey, with Arabia and Persia to 
the east. This is naturally ‘*Jews’’ day, for we are 
in their homeland, - They are scattered everywhere, 
but most of them are in Eastern Europe, Western 
Asia, and Northern Africa, so roughly grouping about 
their homeland. Most of them are in sore stress of 
circumstance as well as in sad need of soul, They 
are still God’s chosen people. They are not cast off 
(Rom. 11:1, 2). God hasn’t done with them yet. 
Pray for Jerusalem iiee. 62 : 6, 7), and for the fulfil- 
ment of God’s plan for Israel (Rom. 9-11). A glance 


at the map each day will. help .one to think of the 
hungry human hearts there. 

Monday we push on to India with Afghanistan on 
its west border, Ceylon on the south, Burmah, Siam, 
French Indo-China, and the Malay Peninsula on the 
east. Again the glance at the map each time will 
help bring nearer to us these strange names and 
lands with over a fifth of the world’s human hearts. . 

Tuesday is China day. » We take a turn upward to 
poor, fascinating, for long-time-unchanging, now fast- 
changing, China, with practically a third of the human 
race in and near by. 

Wednesday is Pacific day, with the new speneateabobe 
Japan (with Korea) nestling on the edge of the Orient, 
but reckoning the wide Pacific her own, and reaching 
out everywhere, To the east and south lies the great 
Island World, separate racially from Japan and from 
each other, united: to us by their human brotherhood 
and their sore need. | 

Still moving east, Ti Sereda’ becomes America day. 
In the north lie the United States, the new edition of 
Europe, a giant in size, in power, and in need, like a 
growing youth feeling its strength, but hardly knowing 
yet just how to handle itself, with a God-appointed 
mission which can fail, but which prayer can help 
work out; and its big northern neighbor, great in 
territory, and in rapidly growing power. In the south 
lie Mexico, Central and South America, just now 
much in the world’s eye, with much Christian phrase- 
ology, but so little of Christ. If we'll practise looking 
through the map or globe, or ino it, at the people, 
men and women and babies, it will help praying. 
People are more alike than different all around the 
world, 

Friday we cross the Atlantic, and get to huge, 
doubly dark Africa, with the world’s oldest civiliza- 
tion at its Egyptian end and the newest at the British 
end, and the light very gradually beginning to pene- 
trate the strangely savage darkness between the Cape 
and the Mediterranean. 

Sat’rday we turn northsand northeast to Europe, 
splendid Christian Europe, full of hallowed memories, 
hoary and youthful, vigorous and decadent, with such 
rare Christian world-leadership, yet one of the neediest 
and ripest of all mission lands. ‘With it goes Russia 
sitting astride both Europe and Asia,‘ Asiatic at heart 
under a European exterior, having: an old ‘historic 
form of Christianity, but sorely lacking and needing 
the real thing. 

So we complete our world journey for this week, to 
take it up again week after week. The Master's 
presence, the close heart-touch with him daily, will 
give a freshness and a‘new 





pointed steadily west, from 


the Babylonian Plain, “If... yeabide:..My words abide. ..Ask...Shall-bedone” 


through Greece, Rome, 
modern Europe, America, 
and now on to the Orient ; 
from the Mediterranean to 
the Atlantic, now the Pa- 
cific, and, likely enough, 
some day on to the start- 
ing-point again. But the 
man in the great. Christian 
lands finds that the needle 
of the compass of need, 
while it swings clear around : 
the circle everywhere, 
points mainly to the east. 
It difs down close home, 
it swings. to southeast. and 
northeast, but its chief 
pointing is east. The 
world’s sorest need lies not 
wholly, but mainly, east 
from Christian lands. 


The Weekly Rhythm 


So, starting away from 
Olivet at Jerusalem on a 
victory-christened Sabbath. 
day,, with a fresh look at 
Gethsemane here, and Gal- 
vary there, and the place 
of resurrection over vonder, 
and our Master's Olivet 


i. Sabbath © 
2. Monday 


. 3 Tuesday 
4. Wednesday 


tions can be made. The Date 


the seven numbers on the map indicates the countries, 





Prayer changes things at the other end 


6. Friday 
7. Saturday 


The hours marked below the Bgrater indicate the time at these parallels when noon at LONDON ; 


4 Wednesday 


ne is the arbitrary, fixed line which marks the change of date. 
repeated when this line is crossed. 


** And nothing shall be impossible unto you”’ 


‘A day is either dropped or 


* heart-touch each day as we 
renew the old round (Psa, 
92:10). It's good to re- 
member that all the world’s 
amission field, including 
our own part of it, but with 
the sorest need in those 
far-off lands. 


The Plea that Prevails 
Now, just what prayer 
shall we make? Our Lord 
taught us to pray: ‘Thy 
kingdom come ;° thy will 
be done."” That should 
be the undercurrent of all ' 
praying. But prayer must 
be definite. Pray for the 
missionaries, the native 
Christian§ and native mis- 
sionaries, for the mission 
schools and teachers and 
students, for the hospitals 
and dispensaries; physi- 
cians and nurses and pa- 
tients, for the printed mes- 
sage in Bible and other 
books and papers. Pray 
for those in authority, kings 
and rulers; and lawmakers, 


5. Thursday 


from these, other caicula- 


God's World ”-is thus represented (in larger size) in Mr. Gordon's little prayer manual,“ The Quiet Time.” Esch of that they may be'restrained 
enclosed in heavy black lines, which are to be included in the 
current day’s prayers. On the blank pages of the book are noted the names of the countries set apart for each day. 


and guided. 
But the great majority 
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everywhere we go have never yet heard even the name 
of Jesus, Pray that the gospel may be taken to them. 

But meanwhile pray that they be enabled to follow the 
inner light which lighteth every man(John 1 :9). There 
are longing, struggling hearts there in utter darkness as 


to the gospel message, but with a witness to God’s- 


love around them (Psa. 19 ; 1-4; Acts 14:17), anda 
messenger of God within them (John 1:9). There's 
a great yearning in the human everywhere after 
God (Acts 17 : 27) as shown by temples and forms of 
worship and sacrifice. It is all covered up and held 
down by ignorance, sin, superstition, prejudice, and 
evil passion. It is the echo of the longing in God's 
heart (see Acts 10 : 35 ; Rom. 2: 7). 

Now we can help them. We in the flood of light 
can help these in the gloom of darkness, They can 
be blest through the Christ whose name they have 
never yet heard, though never fully blest until the full 
light comes. In no other way can they be helped or 
blest except through him (Acts 4:12). We sitting in 
the sweet light can stretch out a helping hand through 
prayer to our brothers and sisters.in the dark night. 
And our prayer, though all unknown to them, will 
help them. And some day they will learn the name 
of the Christ through whose death they have been 
thus partly helped. 

I said thes prayer should be definite. Pray that all 
these named shall be delivered from the evil one ¢his 
day, and may be more open to the Spirit of God. 
Pray that the power of the evil one be restrained ¢his 
day, as we pray. Plead the blood of Jesus against 
the power of the evil one, 

There is just one irresistible thing in the spirit 
world, just one, only one—it is the blood of our Lord 
Jesus, with all that that stands for and means. ‘The 
evil one, with all his brood, hates that phrase, hates 
what it stands for, aye more, he fears it and what it 
stands for, and more yet, he fees before it when per- 
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sistently pleaded by one in touch-with him who shed 
that blood. That blood cleanses from all sin ; he it 
does more, it strengthens against all weakness, and 


- protects from allthe subtlety and pdwer of the evil 


one. 
The Other End 

Plead that the kingdomi may come ; that the King 
may come now, this day as you pray, come into heart 
and life; come by and by in person and take his 
rightful place and things out. 

Pray definitely: the enemy. yields only what he 
must ; he yields only what is éaken, ..Pray persist- 
ently ; the enemy yields only when he must. But he 
can’t hold back what we steadily choose to take in 
Jesus’ great name, Pray simply. The simpler and 
quieter the praying the steadier it can be, and the 
steadier the praying the greater its intensity can be, 
the bolder and better it becomes. Pray i /aith, 
That simply means this: keep your thought on the 
Lord Jesus. There heis at the Father's right. He 
is Victor, He has the keys of both upper and lower 
world (Rev. 1 : 18; Matt, 28; 18; Phil. 2:10). He 
is irresistible, Faith is this—looking at him; resting 
in what he is and what he has done, Faith is quiet 
because it is confident; it is confident because of what 
Jesus is, and what he has done. 

And things will change. They are changing while 


you are praying. They are not the same at the close — 


of your half-hour as they were at its beginning. The 
power of evil is being restrained now as you are 
praying. Some missionary has been cheered to a 
new persistence in the midst of sore difficulty. That 
tempted one is having strength to resist. That dis- 
couraged one has commenced singing again. The 
spirit-current has gone out to the point touched in the 
intent of your prayer. The power of the blood of 
Jesus has been loosened out there anew. 





How an Archeologist Reads His Bible 


'_, That the Land of Sacred Story illumines the Book and rebukes its critics is 








. shown in Professor Melvin Grove Kyle’s monthly archeological review 





In a recent law suit, a mass of evidence was presented to show that a teamster had been badly 
hurt by being thrown from his wagon because of a hole that the city had neglected to repair. It 
appeared like a strong case, and the plaintiff's claim seemed a just one, until a small piece of 
evidence was presented which plainly proved that the accident occurred at least fifty feet 
from the hole. The Bible critics have presented a mass of evidence that to many scholars appears 
sound. But archeology turns up one little fact that upsets whole elaborate systems of reasoning. 
Dr. Kyle presents one such case where a single word is the silent witness which the archeologist 
has made to speak. As Dr, George Frederick Wright has written: “ Surely, God has seen to it 
that the failing faith of these later days should not be left to grope in darkness. 


Evidence of the Real Wilderness Tabernacle 


bee? prince of Egyptologists, Professor Edouard 
Naville, has been doing a helpful work for Bible 
students in some recent studies of evidence con- 
cerning the Pentateuch, the tabernacle in the wilder- 
ness, and kindred subjects, by interpreting for the 
world some remarkable pieces of evidefice which 
only an Egyptologist could discover, While, also, 
none but those familiar with the hieroglyphics can 
follow the presentation of the evidence, the interpre- 
tation and application are perfectly simple and easy 
to understand, Besides, there will be few to chal- 
lenge the correctness of Professor Naville’s interpre- 
tation, whatever some might be disposed to do con- 
cerning the application. The tabernacle is said in 
the Book of Exodus to have been made in large part 
of shittim wood ; indeed, no other wood was used in 
its construction, But this name shittim is the Egyp- 
tian word shené, the thorny acacia, It was a very 
light and durable wood, much prized by the Egyp- 
tians for sacred uses, as the doors of temples and the 
coffins of the dead. There were.at least two kinds of 
acacia in Egypt for which the Egyptians had separate 
words, but the Hebrews took over only one word to 
represent the class in popular language, as indeed we 
ourselves have done in the word acacia. Now the 
acacia is very abundant in Egypt and is indigenous 
in the Sinai region, but és not at alla Palestinian tree, 

’ except it be in the far south. Even there it seems to 
be grown only by cultivation, though it has been culti- 
vated since very early times. The significance of 
these facts will be very apparent to many, but for those 
to whom it is not, I may quote the words of Professor 
Naville . «* Here again I cannot understand how this 
narrative can be attributed to an unknown author 


writing in the Northern Kingdom.’’ ‘How could 
an inhabitant of the Northern Kingdom get this in- 
formation ?’’ In that land at that time the wood-in 
use for religious construction was cedar. But a 
writer at the time of the exodus would know about 
shittim wood, and a real tabernacle in the wildérness 
would use it. 


Professor Navilile, ‘‘ Proceedings Society Biblical Arche- 
ology,”’ July, 1912. 


T WAS Thoreau who said that trifles of circum- 
stantial evidence may sometimes outweigh every- 
thing to the contrary ; as, for example, ‘'a trout 


in the milk.” It is, indeed, such little incidental 


things that constitute the strongest possible evidence, 
Scholars are much more willing and ready to admit 
importance than the great public of popular readers. 
Even the distinguished critic, Wellhausen, whose the- 
ories are more under discussion in these days than 
those of any other writer, has recently frankly ad- 
mitted the great value of the work of such men as 
Dahse and Wiener, who have been pointing out the 
verbal variations in the early copies from which our 
present Hebrew Bible was made, and that jit is -bear- 
ing heavily against his critical argument-drawn from 
divine. names and other particular words. . He has 
now given permission for the publication of the state- 
ment that these scholars have ‘‘ put their finger ona 
sore point of his theory."" So such studies about 
mere words as this of Professor Naville is not petty 
quibbling about trifles. They deal with a: most im- 
portant kind of evidence, the incidental that is beyond 
the reach of collusion, andthe trivial that cannot have 
been the object of special design on the part of the 
writers. It is most important just:now to see clearly 
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and illustrate fully such minute particles of evidence 


which archeology often furnishes, So at another time | 


additional items Fy bg study of Professor Naville 
will bé ‘givén here, as similar word-studies 
from other archeologists. 


The Use of “* Blinders ”’ 


5 ae sakkiyeh, which lifts the water to irrigate the 
crops of the Khedive’s tenants in these beautiful 
fields in the oasis of the ruins of Heliopolis, in- 
terests me much. Often have I sto during the 
hot work of surveying, under the d ightful shade of 
these shittim trees and watched the patient beasts as 
they drew the sweep round and round and filled the 
channel with water. I am reminded that we also 
** walk by faith, not by sight,"’ How often we wish 
to see! It is better we do not, sometimes. Look at 
these buffaloes at the sakkiyeh, They have blinders 
on, They work better so. They keep steadily on, not 
knowing that they are going in a circle, and not being 
made dizzy by so doing. It is often so with us: we 
work better with blinders on, and the Lord supplies 
them. 


From the author’s Egyptian note-book, 1912. 


‘The Patriarchs’ Shrines 


HE North British Israel Review has lately secured 
photographs of the shrines of the patriarchs in 
the Mosk over the cave of Machpelah at Heb- 

ron. They are reproduced in the Quarterly State- 
ment of the Palestine’ Exploration Fund, July, 1912, 
where every one interested in looking at shrines may 
see them. The cave of. Machpelah itself underneath 
the mosk remains out a mystery as inscrutable as 
ever. 


Returning to the Altar-Places 


HE one thing that-impresses me more than any- 
thing else in the story of the patriarchs is the 
frequently recurring information. that they re- 

turned on. their former course to the ‘‘ altar of God.’’ 
This returning to the altar-places is very significant of 
patriarchal character and the devotional spirit of patri- 
archal life. How blessed is any man in any age in 
any part of the world who has the habit and is in the 


. spirit of returning to the old altar-places of his life. 


December 5, 1892, I-stood upon the deck of:a Rus- 


sian steamer‘as the sun was sinking into the Mediter-: 


ranean and watched the shadows fall upon the Judean 
hills’ I had enjoyed for many weeks a blessed privi- 
lege'in the land of the Saviour and his Book. I was 
sad at leaving, and wondered if ever again I should 
look upon these loved hills. This morning, April 5; 
1912, I was early upon the deck of the Baron Call, 
andthe first beams of the rising sun fell upon Jaffa 
as it came up over these same Judean hills, I am 
glad it is again my blessed privilege to spend some 
weeks in the very footsteps of the Lord. The novelty 
has ‘passed ‘away forever, but something better has 
come to take its place, the joy of returning by a 
precious way in which I have gone, coming again to 
the old altar-places, the places of precious experience 
of my soul, In this spirit we should study again and 
again the Biblestory of the footsteps of faith ; thus 
also, if we may, and as often as we may, we should 
visit the land of sacred story; and in this spirit we 
should pass and repass the places in life where we 
have kept tryst with God. Thank God for the doub- 
lings and turnings of life that bring us to the old 
altar-places. 


From the author’ s Palestine note-book, April 5, 1912. 


A Flock of ‘*Rams” 


N the Land of the Book one finds himself con- 
stantly hearing the language of the Book in daily 
conversation. Sometimes it concerns important 

matters and has much to do with interpretation, at 
other times it is of trivial things ; but always it is 
illuminating and most interesting, and gives a general 
verisimilitude to the Book that is irresistible. What 
boy has not. wondered about ‘the ‘‘rams’ skins’’ so 
often mentioned in the account of the making of the 
tabernacle. The expression is simply the language 
of the land. It has scarcely any special significance 
in the narrative. This evening, as I came from a visit 
to the Cotton Grotto I passed a large flock of sheep, 
brought in to market for mutton. A Jerusalem friend 
walking with me remarked, ‘‘ They .are. all_.rams. 
They never bring the dams to market for mutton.”” 
So in the description of the tabernacle, they do not 
say a covering of ‘‘sheep-skins,"” but a covering of 
**rams’ skins."’ Life in this land is a living com- 
mentary upon the language and the imagery of the 
Bible. 
Palestine note-lheek | Anr:} 27, 1912. 
PHILADELP!'! 
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The ‘Forum’ of'(Methods' in “Graded Work 
How the Graded Lessons may open the way for meeting the social and spiritual interests of 
the ‘pdbiti “Is “told this ‘niodith ‘in this’ epartineat conducted by Mrs "Mise Juakid Baldein 





A Pioneer Rural School 

HE Memorial Baptist Sunday-school of Verona, 
Wisconsin, is one of the pioneer rural schools 
in the use of the ed lessons. Their work-is 
-of a high order from the Beginners through: the-Inter- 
mediate Department, and they are more than~glad 

that they changed from the old to the new way. 
While some rooms have been improvised by cur- 
‘tains and screens, they find it expedient to assembie 
together for the opening and closing exercises. The 

following is their order of service: - 


I. Song—usually a hymn of praise. 
2. Responsive Scripture re 
3  wdihlalaecaan the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 
4. Song. ‘ 
5. Broceusincsl clases and departments pass to school. 
6. Lesson period, thirty minutes. 

. Assembly of school, 

Announcements and reports. i 4 

9. Singing—frequently some department exercise. 


—Mrs, Bertram B. Collyer, Madison, “Ws. 
; < 


An Intermediate Lawn Social 


INCE introducing Intermediate Graded Lessons 
into our Sunday-school an Intermediate organ- 
ization has been effected, which is constantly 

growing in numbers and efficiency. 

The Annual Department Social, given in honor of 
the boys and girls graduating to the Senior Depart- 
ment, seems to be an important factor contributing to 
the success of the department, and the one given this 
year takes precedence over every other. 

It provided an evening of genuine pleasure for all: ; 
gave opportunity for delightful. fellowship, which was 
shared by pupils, teachers, and a few Sunday-school 





officers and friends ; fostered a desirable department : 


spirit, recognized those who were graduating, and at 
the same time emphasized the goal toward which the 
-department strives ; and the teachers and pupils be- 
gin the work of the new Sunday-school year with 
higher ideals for class and department work. 

The plan for the social was worked out by the In- 
termediate teachers, who divided themselves into two 
committees, —the refreshment and entertainment 
committees. The time selected was the evening of 
September 9, and the place, a beautiful lawn lighted 
for the occasion by lines of electric bulbs, The 
tables, tastefully decorated, formed a hollow square 
in: the center of the large lawn. The surroundings 
looked most inviting, but it remained for the arrival 
of the eighty-five boys and girls to make the picture 
complete. The merry rings of laughter, the happy 
expressions of their faces, remain with those who 
shared in the joys of the occasion. 

The teachers comprising the entertainment com- 
mittee took the initiative, and at every suggestion 
every one entered heartily into the good old-fashioned 
games. There were circles and groups playing 
‘* Drop . the ' Kerchief,’* «‘ London Bridge,’’ ‘‘ Three 
Deep,'’ ‘* Charades,’’ etc. 

At nine o’clock the entire gathering formed into 
line, and as they marched to their places at the tables 
sang ‘* Onward, Christian soldiers."’ After the sing- 
ing.of the Doxology the pastor invoked God's bless- 
‘ing, and the feast ‘* was on.’’ 

The refreshment committee took charge, and cer- 
tainly had the approval of all-for the menu they pre- 
pared, consisting of sandwiches, pickles, hot weiners, 
corn on the cob, coffee, and ice cream cones. 

Following this, the superintendent of the Interme- 
diate Department took charge and acted: as toastmis- 
tress of the occasion. Her remarks were brief, and 
impressed upon gll the thought that such a delightful 
occasion was possible because of the department or- 
ganization and the work done in the past. 

The pastor was first presented, arid made the boys 
and girls feel that he appreciated his Sunday-school. 
He likened it to a great orchestra, in charge+of a 
skilled conductor, each department contributing its 
share to the harmonious music. 

The superintendent of the school addressed the 
department, comparing it to the keystone in the arch. 
He congratulated teachers and pupils on their in- 
creasing strength, their faithfulness in accomplishing 


. girls. 


the work they had been given to do, and bade the 
gtaduates Godspeed as they go forth to become a part 


of ‘the Senior Department, with Senior graded instruc- 


tion. 

The-gentleman whose class of boys was to be grad- 
uated gave a toast to the boys, and arose to the op- 
portunities of the occasion, declaring his boys had 
solved ‘‘ the boy problem."’ 

‘Then followed a toast to the girls by the teacher 
whose girls were to be graduated. She acknowledged 


that the boys had done nobly in solving ‘‘ the boy 


problem,'’ but said that they were outdone by the 
The girls, as she knew them, never were a 
‘*problem.'" They met and mastered every situa- 
tion, were skilled in every art, always were dependa- 
ble, and assured the boys that ‘‘they’’ would be 
with them when they cast their first ballot. ‘ 

To this the boys gave their assent, and, led by the 
superintendent of the school, gave three hearty cheers 
for the girls. 

The visiting friends were greeted by a teacher, who 
made all feel that it was nice to be guests of the de- 
partment even if they were not members of it. 

The program closed as all joined thoughtfully in 
singing ‘‘ Blest be the tie that binds."’ 

The singing of the *‘old, old songs’’ to mandolin 
accompaniment was enjoyed for a time, and at 10.30 
the party separated ; separated, yet more closely 
united than ever in a work which is helping to bring 
in His kingdom.~—- Fannie W. Potts, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


* 


Winning and Holding the Unsaved 


OR some time past there had been a deep feeling 
among the officers and teachers of the Baptist 
Sunday-school at Bloomsburg that some definite 

effort should be made for souls among the unsaved 
members of the schooi. The pastor was consulted 
and-gave the matter his endorsement, if it should be 
prayerfully and carefully planned and followed up. 
It was made the subject for discussion at several of 
the monthly teachers’ -meetings. 

Finally, early in January, a special meeting was 
called at the request of the pastor. At this meeting 
the matter took definite form. A day was decided 
upon for the middle of March.. The membership of 
the school was carefully gone over, and the names of 
those not Christians noted. It was found that among 
the one hundred and eighty members of the school 
less than forty of the members above the primary de- 
partment were unsaved. Special prayer was made 
by all present forthese people. From that time until 
the appointed day the teachers met for a weekly prayer 
service for God's blessing on the work. To this meet- 
ing parents of unsaved pupils and those desiring their 
own salvation were invited. 

That the harvest time was at hand was evidenced 
by the fact that in the Baraca class several young 
men gave themselves to God in the lesson study 
period, at sessions of the Sunday-school preceding the 
decision day. One young mother attended and was 
saved at the teachers’ -meetings. 

The week before the appointed day a series of spe- 
cial meetings was inaugurated, the pastor during this 
time being-assisted by outside help. The day‘came 
which it had been planned -should see the culmina- 
tion of the work. An opportunity was given for any 
who wished to accept Christ as their Saviour or to pub- 
licly profess that they had already done so, to make it 
known. . Morethan thirty members of the school pub- 
licly testified. A short time later almost all of these 
were admitted to the membership of the church. 

To the Sunday-school worker who is looking for 
tangible evidence of the value of advanced methods 
in Sunday-school work, this incident offers valuable 
proof. This school is one of the ‘Front Line”’ 
schools in a very progressive county. . It has kept in 
close touch with the interdenominational work. It 
maintains regular teachers’ -meetings, where ways and 
means are discussed. The teachers are nearly all 
graduates or students of: a Sudhay-school teacher- 
training course, and these teachers were the ones from 
whose classes the greater proportion of converts came. 
An exception was the teacher of the Baraca class, but 
this teacher -was.-helped very .materially by class. or- 
ganization.. One woman who felt herself hardly com- 
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petent for her class of six or eight intermediate boys, 
in spite of the help the training course had~been to 
her, is now rejoicing in the fact that every one of: the 
boys is among the saved ones. 

But nowhere so much as in the Junior Department 
were the results of progressive methods. manifested. 
Of the twenty-six members, twelve made definite’ de- 
cision—an unprecedented occurrence in this church. 
The Junior superintendent, who also teaches the third- 
year class, is a graduate of the training course. The 
first-year teacher, a girl not yet out-of her teens, is a 
member of a class which took the course in the Sun- 
day-school some time ago, instead of the Uniform 
lessons. Of the twelve members of this department 
who became Christians two were from the second-year 
class, whose teacher has not studied the course, and 
the other ten from the classes of the teachers who 
have done so. 

But in all this evangelistic work of the school no 
one factor has been so largely evident as the Graded 
Lessons. This was especially so of the Junior'De- 
partment. The superintendent of the department 
ascribes the marked tendency of the Juniors to make 
early decision very largely to these lessons, As soon 
as they were issued, three years ago, the Juniors were 
all given the first year’s work, The next year the 
pupils who had studied one year’s work were: given 
the second year's lessons, and a class from the Primary 
Department began the first year’s lessons. This plan 
was carried out a step farther the third year. All the 
Juniors, therefore, had studied some of the Junior 
lessons, and those who. had not had all of them up to 
the time they had been issued, had been taught for 
an equivalent of time the Primary Graded Lessons.: 
There is no question but that these lessons, so se- 
lected that they developed logically the great spiritual] 
truths of the Bible in terms intelligible to the child, 
and emphasizing definite decision and the child's 
personal responsibility, were largely instrumental in 
influencing these young people in the right way. 

Now that the decisions hate been made, the schoo] 
is following up the work by means of secondary divi- 
sion organization; and other methods designed to hold 
that which has been won.—WMartha £. ‘Robison, 
Bloomsburg, Pa. 


t 


In a Competely Graded City School 


COMPLETELY graded Sunday-school using the 
new Graded Lessons has problems entirely its 
own. This, at least, is the case in the First 

Baptist School of Madison, Wisconsin. The manage- 
ment of the school believes that the highest interests 
of each department are best conserved when each de- 
partment—beginners, primary, junior, intermediate, 
senior, and adult—holds its session entirely. apart 
from the others, each department superintendent-pre- 
paring and conducting his own order of service, or 
program of general exercises. Such programs will 
consist of only such features as vitally concern the 
members of the respective departments. 

Some one may wonder what the work of the gen- 
eral superintendent can be in a school whiere the work 
of preparing and conducting the program of ‘‘ general 
exercises ’’ is taken from him. He need by no means 
become a nonenity. He needs simply to adjust him- 
self to new conditions, In the particular school 
mentioned he is in the highest possible sense a super- 
intendent, an overseer, having general oversight of all 
departments and grades of his school. His school 
consists not of a mass, or single assembly of individ- 
uals, but, as in the public schools, of grades and 
groups of grades meeting together in various rooms— 
rooms sometimes with improvised partitions, Each 
Sunday, instead of being tied down to the program of 
‘¢general exercises’’ for either the whole or part of 
the school, he is at liberty to visit the various depart- 
ments, see them at their work, note the strong or weak 
points, and give such help as he may be able to give. 

The theory is that the school as a whole is at its 
best when each grade and department.is at its best. 
In the school described the superintendent finds it 
expedient to keep an office hour before the school ses- 
sion, where teachers, officers, or parents may meet 
him for consultation.—J/rs. Bertram B. Collyer, 
Madison, Wis. 
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LESSON te. DECEMBER 8. THE CHILD IN THE MIDST 





Matthew 18 : 1-14. Commit verses 2, 3 


Golden Text: In heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven.—Matthew 18: 10 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


HE vicar of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields told to Sir 
Francis Crossley this incident about Mr, Glad- 
stone. The vicar had recently been to see a 

crossing-sweeper in his parish who was ill, 

** Has any one been to see you?” 

** Yes, Mr. Gladstone.” 

‘** But how came he to visit you ?” asked the vicar. 

** Well,” answered the sweeper, ‘‘ he always had a 
nice word for me when he passed my crossing, and 
when I was not there he missed me. He asked my 
mate, who has taken my place, where I was, and 
when he heard that I was ill, he asked for my ad- 
dress and put it down on paper. So he called to see 
me i] . 


‘* And what did he do?” asked the vicar. 

‘* Why, he read to me from the Bible and prayed.” 

This gives us a glimpse of the heart of a man that 
men have loved to call great. : Humility is much mis- 

understood, It. is a quality of those that are really 
j at. How pitiful that there are so many persons 
who in selfish pride desire the rewards without the 
attributes of greatness. Alas! an African savage 
dressed in court clothes is still a savage, and every 
movement and word betrays him. So, though we be 
given all outward honors, if we-have not the inward 
reality our littleness is only made the more public. 
With Christ there are great men, but their greatness 
is measured by their usefulness. 





The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 


First read the passage over carefully, comparing 
it with Mark's account. It will probably seem best 
to omit discussion of the reported conversation of 
Mark 9 : 3841,and.Luke.g : 47-50.; .Observe how the 
lesson falls naturally into-three sections: verses 1-5, 
the necessity of humility; 6-10, the danger of be- 
baa, innocence ; 12-14, God's love of the least of 
his children, Professor Riddle’s opening paragraphs 
give the necessary connection, and his note on verse 
1, taken with Professor Clow’s first paragraph, opens 
the thought. The disciples were guilty of pride (Dr. 
Mackie, paragraph 1, and Mr, Ridgway, paragraph 
1), and Jesus takes the occasion to teach them the 
value of humility. He uses an object lesson (Profes- 
sor Riddle’s note on v. 2 and Professor Clow’s second 
paragraph and Mr. Ridgway’s second; Miss Lovett 
emphasizes the true greatness of. v. 4, and Professor 
Riddle explains v. 5). omen to the second division 
of the lesson, read Professor Clow’s third paragraph. 
Verses 7 togcan best be considered together (read 
Professor Riddle’s note and Professor Clow’s fourth 
parnare h and Dr. Mackie’s third paragraph and 

tr. Ridgway’s fourth paragraph. or v. 10, read 
Professor Riddle, Dr. Mackie’s fourth paragraph, and 
Professor Clow’s fifth). The third division of the 
lesson is rich with = thoughts and encouragement 
(Professor Clow’s last paragraph and Dr. Mackie’s 
last), Dr. Wells’ article abounds in suggestion of 
specific points about pride and its dangers. 

Read the article on ‘‘Children 1 Have Met” on 
page 744 of this issue; this will help to reveal some 
of the spirit of child-life, . 


The Class in Session 

The sin that is oftenest reproved in the New Tes- 
tament is covetousness, and next to it in shameful- 
ness comes pride. The sad thing about pride is that 
we scarce nize it as a deadly sin and the parent 
of death and confusion. If you do not think that the 
most important thing in the world to most of us is 
‘““His Majesty Myself,” just listen to the conversa- 
tion about fine for a day. So little did the disciples 
understand: Jesus that in the very shadow of the 
Mount of Transfiguration they were quarreling, and 
what about ? masrentg gous their personal rank 
and .position. othing shows more clearly the hope- 
less blindness of the human heart. These men never 
did a Jesus until the Holy Spirit came upon 
them. he lesson divides itself into three sections. 

The Necessety of Humility.—How distressing this 
quarrel. must have been to Jesus! If you find it 
hard to get along with people who do not understand 
you and your ideals, remember what Jesus endured. 
The trouble with. the disciples was simply the good 
old-fashioned sin of pride. They were not. thinking 
about what they were to do for the world, but what 
the world was to do for them. Jesus uses a living 
illustration (which is our warrant, if we need any for 
teaching by the use of the eye as well as the ear); he 
calls a little child. Maybe it was Peter’s little boy, 
and maybe he was afterwards called Christopher, 


Read Mark 9 : 33-37; Luke 9 : 46-48 


t In that hour came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who 
then is ' greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And he called 


' to him a li child, and set him in the midst of them, 3 and 


said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye turn, and e as 
little children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this 
little child, the ‘same is the greatest in the kin of heaven. 
5 And whoso shall receive one such little ch in my name 
tecciveth me ; 6 but whoso shall cause one of these little ones 
that believe on me to stumble, it is profitable for him that *a 

eat millstone should be h about his neck, and ##a? he 

ould be sunk in the depth of the sea. 

7 Woe unto the world because of occasions of stumbling ! 


for it must needs be that the occasions come ; but woe to that - 


man th whom the occasion cometh ! Boece ethw Anne 
or thy foot causeth thee to stumbie, cut it off, and cast it from 
thee ; it is good for thee to enter into life maimed or halt, 
tather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into the 
eternal fire. 9 And if thine eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck 
it out, and cast it from thee: it is good for thee to enter into 
life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into 
the * hell of fire. 10 See that ye not one of these litile 
ones ; for I say unto you, that fa heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of ne A Father who is in heaven.* 12 How 
think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, and one of them 
be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and go 
unto the mountains, and seek that which goeth astray? 1 
And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoicet 
ver it more than over the ninety and nine which have not 
gone astray. 14 Even soit is not 5the will of * your Father 
who is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 
* Gr. a millstone turned by an ass. * Gr. Gehevna 
of fire. * Many authorities, some ancient, insert ver. 11, For the Son 
of man came to save that which was lost. See Lk. 19. 10. § Gr. a 
thing willed before your Father. *Seme ancient authorities read my. 


Zhe American Revision copyright, 1go1 by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
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a 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 
(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 

Verse 1.— What time is meant by ‘“‘ that hour’’? What 
did the disciples mean by ‘the kingdom of heaven’’? 
(Riddle, 1, v. 1; Sanders, 2.) 

Verse 2,—What age is indicated by the term ‘little 
child ”’ ? (Riddle ; Clow, 1.) 

Verse 3.—How were the disciples to turn and become 
as little children? (Riddle ; Clow, 2; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 4.—In what way had that child humbled himself? 
What is the meaning of ‘‘ greatest in the kingdom”? 
(Riddle ; Clow, 2; Mackie, 1; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 5.—How would such a child be received ‘in Jesus’ 
name? (Riddle ; Clow, 3.) 

Verse 6.—Whe are meant by ‘these little ones that be- 
lieve on me’’? What is it to ‘‘ cause them to stumble” ? 
(Riddle ; Clow, 3; Mackie, 2; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 7.—What did Jesus mean here by the word ‘‘woe,”’ 
by ‘‘occasions of stumbling’’? In what sense was it 
necessary that such occasions should come? (Riddle ; 
Clow, 4; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verses 8, 9.—Are these verses to be interpreted liter- 
ally? What did. Jesus mean by “the eternal fire’’ and 
*“ the hell of fire’? ? (Riddle ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 10.—What is the meaning of ‘ despise’’ in this 
verse? What does this reference to their angels in heaven 
mean? (Riddle; Clow, 5 ; Mackie, 4; Sanders, 6; Class 
in Session, 3.) 

Verses 12, 13.—What connection have these verses with 
what has gone before? (Riddle; Clow, 6; Mackie, 5; 
Class in Session, 4.) 


1 Gr. greater. 








and the child at once came and sat at Jesus’ side. 
He was all attention, all self-forgetting absorption, 
with his eyes on Jesus, waiting for whatever he would 
sayor do. . This is the exact reverseof their conduct. 
And to become properly adjusted to life means a 
great big turn indeed. Pride is more subtle than 
almost any sin, and it is an absolute barrier to the 
love, joy, peace, that mark the possessor of his place 
in the kingdom of God. Pride is the mother of end- 
less or from the least to the greatest of sins, and 
it is an effectual barrier to the real Spirit of Christ, 
which is the denial of self. 

The Danger of Betraying Innocence, — Jesus 
treasures his own little ones, and uses no gentle 
words in his condemnation of those who take advan- 
tage of humble-hearted persons to injure them be- 
cause of their gentleness. He hints, too, that the 
requital for this sin is fearful. And this is what we 
do when we poison the minds of children by our 
false, prideful advice and a ant conduct. Verse 7 
sets two great truths side by side;—the inevitableness 
of temptation, and our individual responsibility for it. 
Do not attempt to explain how the two can be true. 
The Bible never tries to explain God's sovereignty and 
man’s freedom. It simply states that both are true, 
and our observation and conscience testify that they 
are true. Like the positive and negative in the elec- 
tric currents that give light and motion, so the truth 
seems to lie between two apparent contradictions. It 


is fearful to think that the older generation 


poisons the 
peuniet. Jesus can use no re than he does 
use, If anything in your uct or life is destroying 
your innocence and childlikeness or that of any one 
else, you would be better off if es cut it absolutely 
off, even if it were a hand ora oraneye. The 
sin.of a bad example or a bad habit is no small thing. 
Sin is death,—i¢ is death,—and it would be better to 
be maimed than guilty. And scarce less is the sin 
of contempt for innocence and humility. Alas! this 
is socommon. There is nothing creditable in know- 
ing the ways of the world and being a ‘‘ Worldly 
iseman.” The last division of the teaches: 
God's Love for the Least of His Children.—The 
figure of the lost sheep is tender, and it teaches that 
none of the Father’s flock are eames ie me The 
world is wasteful and contemptuous of insignificant 
persons. We are not like our Father so Ion 
can rest content with any of the little ones 


The Lesson Summary 

This is one of the frequent lessons of Jesus on the 
danger and the sin of pride. We narrow pride down 
to haughtiness, but pride is the commonest sin of all 
the vices of respectable people. It is the mother of 
unkindness, cruelty, envy, revenge, greed, diso- 
bedience, and breeds eyery darker vice, beginning 
with adultery and ending in murder. Read what 
Paul says in Galatians 5: 19-21. Envyings. strife, 
wrath, jealousies, factions, are the direct product of 
precisely the kind of swollen self-regard that the 
disciples exhibited-on this occasion, and observe also 
that these things are classed on a level with all the 
darker vices. Pride is not_a thing to be smiled at 
and overlooked. Its very frequency is its terrible- 
ness, It is the exact opposite of the character of the 
child of God, and truly to make the change we must 
become converted and become as little children. 
Not until a man can think of himself as of less im- 
portance than his family, friends, church, and com- 
munity will he belong to that class that Jesus calls 
great, , roe 
Questions for Class:Use. - “ 

1. What effect does pride have on any group of people, 
from a class to a political — ? 

2. Why did Jesus call the child ? 

3. What did he mean by ‘‘ turn ’’ in verse 3? 

4. What good things does pride kill off and so block en- 
trance to the kingdom of God ? 

5. Name some characters who have become great by 
reason of their unselfishness, 

6. How do we cause little ones to stumble ? 

i Why is it so dangerous to set a bad example ? 

; How can we overcome pride? 


Other Teaching Points 

Nothing is more deceitful than popular notions about 
humility. Humility may be coupled with the most tre- 
mendous energy, vigor, and even publicity. The humble 
man is one who considers that God is greater than himself, 
and that his fellow-men are more to be considered than 
his personal interests and comfort. 

umility isn’t shown so much in, manners as it is in 

what your principal interest of life is and the way-you look 
at things in general. It is merely doing what Jesus said, 
** Deny himself,”’—living for something outside of self. 

There is no stronger reason for keeping close watch on 
one’s conduct than the fearful sin and awful danger of 
setting a-bad example. 

Who are the unimportant persons? There are none, 
God forgets all for the sake of the one, when the one is‘in 


danger. 
A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Matt. 18 : 15-35.) 

This week we have been talking about pride, and 
next week we shall hear what Jesus had to say about 
one of the commonest results of pride—hatred and 
cruelty, The highest sort of humility is the kind 
that will not cherish a personal spite. Jesus told an 
imaginative story that shows very plainly what he 
considers we ought to do in cases where we are the 
injured party. 

1. What authority does Jesus give, by implication, to 
the church ? 

2. What encouragement does he givg for united prayer? 

3. What limit does Jesus place on forgiveness ? 

4. Why should-we be forgiving ? 

5. Can.you discover in the lesson ; 

When it is, better to multiply your account by 
eleven? 

When it is better to square up your account? 

When it is better not to shake the other fellow ? 

When it is better to believe that some one will tell ? 

When you had better make sure of good heart 
action ? 

When it is better not to anger the king? 


Evanston, ILL. 


as we 
ssifg. 


LESSON FOR DEC. 8 (Matt. 18: 1-14) 


These Little Ones 
My = 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 

"THE scene took place, we oe Bye ve, in Peters 

house in m, and the child was Peter's 

you boy. There isa prelude to the broken 
music of *s words, with their mingling of stern 
tebuke and wistful pleading. That prelude 19 the 
discussion by the way, as Mark tells us, as to great- 
ness in the ki Christ's beatitude to Peter in 
the moment of his confession, the taking of the three 
chosen cna up the Mount of Transfiguration, 
and some -understood es referring to the 
ki , had the earthly ambitions of some 
of these followers of Christ. ey became swollen 
with pride, until the meekness and holiness Jesus 
had taught were beyond both their reach and their 
desire. Jesus disciplines this petty worldly spirit. 
He begins by laying down the one condition of enter- 
ing the kingdom. He passes on to speak of the con- 
stant duty to all lowly ones, and rises to his climax 
in proclaiming God's passion of desire even for those 
who have been lost. | 

As the disciples entefed the room, their sullen looks 
‘betrayed them. Jesus called the ee self-forget- 
ting child to his knee, While the boy looked up with 
large-eyed loving wonder into his face, Jesus set him 
forth as the perfect picture of what men, who will 
enter the kingdom, should be. ‘* Except ye turn,”— 
that is, unless me evil temper be changed, and your 
hideous pride quelled, until a childlike humility 
be yours, you are not even within the gate. The 
‘man who, with a high mind, claims pre-eminence, 
‘has not even entered the kingdom. How deep that 
cuts! The'priest who claims to be a lord over God's 
‘heritage, the wealthy contributor with pride of port 
‘as he walks up the aisle, the vain and self-important 
teacher whose arrogance is a trial to his fellows, even 
‘a subtle condescension which patronizes the unas- 
suming,—all of these and their evil spiritual kin have 
‘never seen the face of the King, for they have never, 
in lowly self-humbling, entered in by the narrow way. 

But feous passes on from the real, round-faced boy 
to speak of the ideal child. We can see our Lord's 
eyes filled with the dimming passion of his dream. 
‘The little child has become the emblem of all who 
are childlike and all who are lowly, weak in faith or 
in will, easily tempted; and so often wilfully sinned 
against. ‘Toward these little ones there are two at- 
titudes. We tan “receive” them. We can welcome 
them to our fellowship, deal thoughtfully with their 
weaknesses, minister lovingly to their needs, . As 
we so take them intoour solicitous regard, we receive 
Christ himself. Into our spirits his Spirit enters and 
dwells. Or we can ‘‘offend” them,—that is, cause 
them to stumble. By an evil example, an unkind 
word, a high look, by heedless or wilful temptations, 
and especially by pride and contempt, we can sin 
against them until they fall. That awful wrong is 
met by an awful condemnation. The man who so 
wrongs God’s little ones were better drowned with 
the nether millstone round his neck in the depths of 
the sea. Yet who has not wounded, vexed, corrupted, 
aye, perhaps cast out, a little one? . 

Then Jesus breaks out in a cry which must have 
smitten his disciples into silence, ‘‘ Woe unto the 
world because of offenses.” Christ sees the * god 
human race, so weak in will, so easily seduced, so 
frail by nature, as it is tempted to its stumbling and 
fall. he tempter, the wilful and deliberate, or the 
heedless and careless tempter, provokes Christ's most 
terrible woe. He is of his father the evil one. If 
any man knows that his habits, his mode of speech, 
his business, his self-indulgence, the gratifications of 
his tastes or the supply of his luxuries, or even the 
use of his dearest members,-seduce and lead a weak 
and lowly one into sin, he has no alternative but to 
cut off the source of the evil. When Jesus speaks of 
the cutting off of the hand or foot or the casting out 
of the eye, he is not demanding bodily mutilation. 
Neither. is he page J men immure their members 
within monkish walls. He is using an arresting 
figure for giving up, ruthlessly to one’s self and at 
costly sacrifice, whatever may tempt any of God’s 
little ones. ‘That is the high calling of the Christian 
ascetic, -There is the noble sanction for total absti- 
nence: No man is called upon to maim his body, 
which is God'stemple. But he is called on to cease 
gratifying any member of it at the possible cost of a 
weak, struggli ng sadly frail little one. 

To this high demand Jesus adds a singularly mov- 
ing al. He employs the current Jewish concep- 
tion. of a guardian angel over every man’s life and 
well-being, and he conjures up the image of an Ori- 
ental court in4which the servants bend before the 
king to give the Jewish conceptions a picturesque 
vividness. He does not give this Jewish fancy his 
sanction. ‘But the trutti it strove to enshrine in this 
poetic figure, that God has a uliar and tender care 
over these little ones, he rms with grand solem- 
nity. Their needs are set/in the light of his counte- 
nance, 

Then the music rises into perfect melody. Jesus 
has wholly fo ten Peter’s home and the nestling 
child. Even the lowly in mind and frail by nature 
are now only on the margin of his thought. He is 
thinking of those who are lower than the lowly. He 
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. recall¢ luttle ones who have gone astray like: lost 


sheep. ‘have stumbled and fallen. Yet there 
is a Good Shephe' Sa, aeee atten Sane! cree 
little ones until he finds them. It was not God's 
that ay mes stumble. It is not his will that they 
should be cast away and lost. 

Giascow, SCOTLAND. 


x 
The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M: B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


URING the return from the neighborhood of 
Mt. Hermon to Galilee, our Lord repeated the 
prediction of his death and resurrection, ‘* but 

they understood not the saying. and were afraid to 

ask him” (Mark 9:32). After the arrival at Caper- 

maum the le tax (not the Roman tribute) was 

ae by a shekel found in the mouth of a fish which 
er rapt The lesson follows immediately. 

Time.—Probably in the late summer of.A. D. 29, 
since, engine J the view here held, the’ visit to 
Jerusalem at the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7) oc- 
curred not long after. 

Place.—Capernaum, probably in our Lord’s usual 
residence (*‘ in the house,” Mark 9 : 33). The lesson 
is the beginning of a long discourse, covering the 
entire chapter. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 1.—/n that hour: This connects the lesson 


directly with the incident about the temple tax.— 7he 
—— s came unto Jesus: Mark (9 : 33, 34) is more 
detailed. Jesus first asked them, ‘‘ What were ye 


reasoning on the way? But they held their peace: 
for they had disputed one with another who was the 
atest."— Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 
eaven? The discussion was probably occasioned by 
the selection of Peter, James, and John to accompany 
him on Mt. Hermon. The question implies an ex- 
pectation that the kingdom was soon to come, but it 
was based on a false view of that kingdom, They 
still regarded it as a temporal reign. in which prom- 
inent places would be given to them, as in earthly 
kingdoms. ‘What follows implies that they did not 
ea Te what was necessary to enter intothat 


ngdom. 

Toren ‘'2—A little child: Able to walk, but cer- 
tainly of tender years. It seems to have been one of 
the household, perhaps the child of one of the apos- 
tles. Tradition says it was Ignatius of Antioch, who 
was therefore called Christ res (borne by Christ), 
)but.of this there is no sufficient evidence. The child 
‘was ive, trustful and submissive throughout.— 
Set him in the midst of them: Mark adds, ‘taking 
him in his arms.” 

Verse 3.—Except ye turn: That is, turn from the 
sinful ambition and jealousy implied in the question of 
thedisciples, ‘* Be converted” is inexact and mislead- 
ing, since ‘‘converted” has now a technical sense 
not suggested by the Greek. The revisers have 
wisely eliminated the term from the New Testament. 
— Become as little children: The passage does-not 
imply the entire innocence of children, but singles 
out humility as the point of resemblance. 

Verse 4.—As this little child: That is, so as to 
become humble like thjs little child. It does not 
mean that the child had in some way humbled him- 
self.—Greatest in the kingdom of heaven: As God 
esteems greatness. Mark (9 : 35), ‘‘ If any man would 
be first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all.” 

Verse 5.—Recetve one such little child in my 
name: ** Receive” refers to a favorable, kindly, = 
pathetic treatment. ‘*One” is significant. hat 
children in spirit are included is generally held. In- 
deed the passage refers to bainble believers in gen- 
eral. ‘‘In my name,” that is, because of the relation 
to Christ, as Mark (9 : 41) plainly states. —Receiveth 
mé; Because the humble child-like believer repre- 
sents Christ. Atthis point Mark and Luke insert 
the remark of John about one casting out demons in 
the name of Jesus, but not following with the disci- 
ples. - This is pertinent in view of the saying about 
receiving little ones. 

Verse 6.—Cause... to stumble: To fall into sin 
—*‘ offend” is misleading.—A great millstone: 
Greek, ‘‘ a millstone turned by an ass,” not the smaller 
hand-millstone.—Sank in the depth of the sea: A 
<— for swift and inevitable punishment. 

erse 7.— Woe: That is, calamity.—Occasions of 
stumbling : Whatever is done that leads others to 
sin.—-Must needs be: In view of the depraved condi- 
tion of the world.—Woe to that man : The permissive 
Providence which allows of ‘‘ occasions of stumbling” 
does not destroy human free-will and responsibility. 

Verses 7-9 carry out this thought of responsibility, 
and indicate that each one should remove the cause 
of stumbling in one’s self. Mark is more full.— 7%e 
eternal fire: This is identical with the hell of fire 


(vy. 9). ‘*Gehenna” is the Greek term rendered 
“hell.” The Authorized Version renders ‘‘ Hades" 
also by ‘“‘ hell”: an unfortunate.confusion. Gehenna 

The word 


refers to the place of future ee 
“fire” is. used figuratively, but. points to an awfal 
reality transcending: the figure. It is noteworthy 
that the word Gehenna, in. the New Testament, oc- 


“never knew what minute would be my next.” 





* 
749 
oo only in sayings of our Lord, except in James 


Verse ‘10.— Despise ; Esteem yornee of atten- 
tion.— Their angels: The Jews belie in special 
guardian angels, but probably the referencé here is 
to-angels in general, whose office it is ‘to do service 
for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation” 
(Heb. 1 : 14). 

Verse 11 is not well attested, and. was probably 
taken from Luke 1g : 10,. 

Verses 12, 35.—One of them be gone astray: The 
thought of the * little ones" naturally leads to that of 
God's care for the lost, and is here presented in the 
famihar figure of a shepherd seeking one lost shee 

Verse 14.—Should perish: The presence of ‘‘a little 
child” seems to justify the application of this verse 
to*' infants dying in infancy,’ who ** are regenerated 
and saved by Christ through the Spirit, who worketh 
when, where, and how he pleaseth.” __ 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
< 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Way Up.— Who then is greatest ? (v. 1.) We 
wouldn't have mentioned this little disciple ‘‘ scrap.” 
God doesn’t hide faults. Ambition to be greatest 
rather than best. See that big concern so prosper- 
ously skimming along like a ship before a summer 
breeze ?. On board there are cross-purposes, ambi- 
tions, and heart-burnings. A friend who runs a big 
establishment tells me he is mostly only a policeman, 
and sometimes. feels like ‘‘ cleaning out the whole 
shebang.” One big Chicago firm does do that very 
thing occasionally. One of its head men 2 ee 

ot 
who will be —_ but who will be most thought- 
ful, tactful, devoted, obedient, and loyal. Try that 
on the boss some day, and you will find out who is 
greatest. Heaven wants men who think service and 
not reward. The firm wants men who think produc- 
tion and not promotion. The fying machine in good 
hands takes its passengers up all right (Prov. 22 : 29). 
Read Mark g : 33, ete. 


- How to Get There.—Excepi ye turn, and become as 
little children (v. 3). 1 live opposite the public 
schools, Our great steel manufacturers have been 
wise ee 4% to send their children to the common 
schools. have often seén Mr. Steelmagnate'’s little 
daughter go happily skipping by. withone arm around , 
the neck of Smoky Brown’s ‘‘pickaninny,” and thé 
other around the neck of Barney Murphy’s ‘‘ kid.” 
Of such is the Kingdom of ven! If this passage 
is true, you put up a bar against you at the portal of 
heaven when you hate a ‘‘nigger,” a ‘‘dago,” a 
“hunky,” a “Jap,” a Chinaman. A child-knows no 
race hatred, no social line. He is obedient and true. 
**My mama doesn’t allow,” is his answer when you 
tempt him, ‘I'll tell my mama,” is his cry when 
— hurt him. How confidently he crawls into your 
ap. No matter how high the porch, hold out your 
arms and say ‘‘ jump,” and he unhesitatingly jumps. 
I have dozens of them in my Sunday-schools, ‘and 
going into the primary department 1s like going into 
heaven. No matter how scantily clad or poorly fed, 
they are as happy as angels and as musical as birds. 
Jesus says this is how you must be to make Heaven. 
(Matt. 5. 8), 


The Surprise Party.— Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself (vy. 4), Before seeking a high place 
see that = are fit for any place, Aclimber bunches 
himself like a creeper, only he is headed up. Chil- 
dren and real great men are trustful and teachable 
(Phil. 2: 5-8). Old man Norris was a good heater. 

ack was his oldest boy, who quit school and took a 
job in the mill at fifty cents a day. Jack joined 
church. Got better jobs. Got married, Mrs, Jack 
was no ornamental spender of Jack’s wages. She 
kept chickens in the back yard and helped get along, 
ag was quiet and modest. Yes, ‘‘ thoughtful, taet- 
ul, devoted, obedient, and loyal.” ‘Sawed wood 
and said nothin’.” Monaghan lived up town. High 
hat’and Prince Albert. Good fellow, and head of his 
department. One day the big plant had to have a 
general manager. Jack was selected. Monaghan 
A mad and resigned. ‘‘ What! Jack Norris over 

e!” And Jack has made good. oral: If religion 
is played out, why do corporations like religious 
heads? Nearly all are godly men. 


The Reason Why.— Whoso shall cause one of these 
little ones... to stumble(v.5). Did you ever throw 
a switch and ditch atrain? Ever tie the long grass 
together in the path across the lot and give some one 
atumble? I should hope not. Yet men are doing 
worse than these and no jail getsthem, Every father 
who takes his drink with his dinner. Every man 
who gets mad and makes a spectacle in the home 
circle. Every woman who gossips and ‘‘ tears out” 
aneighbor. There sit the little stumblers taking all 
in. believe that all children who go down are 
thrown at home (Eph, 6: 4; Prov. 22:6). Fred Mc- 


Intyre’s father was a great church fellow. But he 
was touchy, fault-finding, and often ‘‘ flew off the 
Mrs. McIntyre was a church worker as 


handle.” 








well, Active in the missionary, ladies’ aid, 
and other societies. But in private life she 
was envious, a tattler, and deceitful. Fred 
was raised on prayers, ‘hot words, and mean 
things about the neighbors, And yet folks 
wondered why the son of such religious peo- 
ple should be so irreligious and worthless. 


The Contrasts.— Woe unéo the world be- 
cause of secasions of stumbling! (v. 7.) 
Can’t stop Coatesville wickedness, but God 
help the man who helps that wickedness 
along. ‘ All over town are fellows limping 
around, I know one man who got his lame- 
ness at our church door when one of the 
flock ‘*roasted’’ old Dr. Smith’s sermon: 
Who hath woe? And we have always 
thought of Proverbs 23 : 29 and bo gd old 
Nosey Booze and Daily Bum. It seems 
there are others, They don’t get theirs now. 
Divorces. Selfishness, ostentation, extrava- 
ance. The Avenue with its surfeit and 
its waste, The Alley with its hunger and its 
want. The Madame with her thousand doi- 
lar fur, The charwoman with her hand-me- 
down jacket. God never. intended such con- 
trasts. There must be a day of reckoning 
for the ‘occasions of stumbling.’’ We 
and protest, and the world laughs. 
t laughed in other centuries. Men are 
thinking things ow de not articulate, When 
religion goes, good-by America ! 

CoaTEsvVILLE, Pa, 


. 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


A Ladder to Reach Heaven.— Z.xcepi ye 
turn, and become as little, children, ye shall 
in no wisé enter into the kingdom of heaven 
(v. 3). A man dreamed that he constructed 
a ladder from earth toward heaven, and 
when he did a good deed his ladder went up 
two feet. When he did an unusually good 
deed his ladder went still higher. When he 
gave large sums of money to the poor it 
went still higher. After a while it went out 
of sight, and as the years rolled on he ex- 
pected at his death to step off that ladder 
into heaven, but in his dream he heard a 
voice thunder from the skies: *‘ He that 
... climbeth up some other way, the. same 
is a thief and a robber.’? Down came the 
man, ladder and all, and he awoke. He 
realized then his mistake, and sought salva- 
tion in the only way.—J/7s. C. D. Webster, 
Coalton, Okla. From The Christian Ob- 
server, 


How Mrs. Chong was Led to Christ.— 
Except ye turn, and become as little children, 
ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of 
heaven (v, 3). The minister and his mother 
stopped at a little Chinese store the other 
day, for the children are in the primary 
Sunday-school. Heretofore about all that 
could be said was: **How are you? We 
are glad the children come, — Good-by.’’ 
But this time. Mrs, Ah: Chong seemed ex- 
cited, She left her children and: drew the 
mother inside, and with beaming face and 
broken English said: ‘*I know God ‘now, 
I know Jesus. I all same you now. Amoe, 
she tell me. She tell me all you say. 1 
pray God now. Beforeplenty trouble. Now, 
no matter, Before, I plenty angry. Now no 
more, © When children grow u t go church 
all time. I all same kind of mother like 
you now.’’ They started to tell her more of 
the way, but she interrupted: ‘*I know, I 
know. Amoe, she tell.’? And Amoe is in 
the primary class only! Verily, ‘*a little 
child ‘shall lead them.’’—Afiss M. M. Smith, 
Redding, Conn. From The Congregation- 
alist. The prize for this week ts awarded 
to this illustration, 


Surgical Instruments.— Whosoever, there- 
fore shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same ts the greatest in the kingdom of hea- 
ven (v. 4), A surgeon’s wife, who was very 
much interested in her husband’s surgical 
work, was sitting in his office looking at his 
delicate surgical instruments lying in their 
velvet cases with the silken wrappings around 
them, when the thought of what it means to 
be a humble instrument in the hands of God 
came to her, If one of those glittering, del- 
icately-fashioned instruments should move, 
by its own volition and desire, a hair’s- 
breadth from the place where the surgeon 
wished to guide it as he was ‘operating, he 
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wuld put it: aside and never use it 
because it would not be an utterly humble 
instrument in his hands, It is only when we 
lie-utterly humble in the hands of God that 
|he can use us as he will to accomplish his 
highest purposes.— Carrie M. Goulding, 

From ** Secrets of Chris- 
tian Influence,'’ in Northfield Echoes. 


The and the Rett Whose shall 
receive one such little child in my name recet 
eth me (v4). The Rev. J. Wilbi Chavinnd 
tells the following: ‘+1 rode along a oy 
road with my little boy some time‘’ 4 
found that he was speaking to my friends just 
as I spoke to them, One man called my 
attention to it, and said, ‘It is amusing, 
‘isn’t it?’ . To me it was anything but amus- 
ing. - If my boy is to speak as I speak, walk 
as I walk, then God help me to walk as a 
Christian.’’—Jfrs, R. W. Lowe, Delevan, 
N. Y. From The Christian Endeavor 
World. 


The Gembling Finger.—J/ thy hand or 
thy foot causeth thee to pre Fs cut it off, 
and cast it from thee (v. 8). I met aman 
the other day. He is selling Bibles now in 
this Province. He was the ringleader of a 
gang of gamblers and villains. € was very 
skilfal in jiujutsu and gambling. It seems 
that in playing tricks in gambling the third 
finger of the hand plays a very important part. 
So when ‘he became a Christian, in order 
that he might not be tempted to go back to 
his old life, and in order that he might make 
known to all his old associates that he had 
brokén off from his old life, he took his short 
sword and cut his finger off at the middle 
joint.—Miss Achsa L. McDowell, Tillson- 
burg, Ont,” Quotation from the Rev. C. A. 
Logan, in Presbyterian Record. 


; 
. 


Christmas Shoppers.— See that ye despise 
not one of these little ones (v. 10). A little 
Jewish girl from the East Side of New York; 
who secured work in a store during the 
holiday season, met with an accident, and 
was ministered to in her sufferings by a 
trained nurse. She looked appealingly into 
the face of the nurse, and asked incredu- 
lously, ‘*Is it true: that you are a Chris- 
tian?’’ Upon being answered in the affirm- 
ative, she replied, ** You are so polite and 
gentle, I didn’t think you could be; but then 
the only Christians I’ve seen are Christmas 
shoppers.’’—Juntata Rohrback, Washington, 
D. CC. From: The Christian Endeavor 
World. 


The Shepherd’s Wooing.—£ven so it is 
not the will of your Father who is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish 
(v.14). The herbage of the field was nipped 
off close, and the shepherd wanted to get 
his sheep up to a higher place where there 
was good pasture. The way led over a 
steep bluff, and the sheep did not want to go. 
Then the shepherd carried a lamb up to the 
higher ground, and looking down over the 
edge the little thing called to the other 
sheep. In a few minutes the mother had 

one up, and the rest of the flock had. fol- 
owed her. Weare like sheep, and are slow 
to follow our Shepherd up the steep way 
towards the heavenly life. Then the Shep- 
herd has to use loving urgency. Sometimes 
he takes a child to heaven to lead a father 
or mother thither.—Anna M. Tilton,.Wash- 
ington, D. C. Quotation from j. R. Mil- 
ler, D.D. 


** You Have Forgotten My Soul.””—Zven 
so it is not the will of your Father who ts in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should 
perish (v. 14). ‘* Mother, you have forgot- 
ten nry soul,’’ said little Anna, three years 
old, as her mother was about to lay her in 
bed. She had just risen from repeating the 
Lord’s Prayer. ‘‘ But, mother, you have 
forgotten mysoul!’’ ‘+ What do you mean, 
Anna?’”’ «Why— 

* * Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray thee, Lord, my soul to keep ; 
And if I die before I wake, - ' 
I pray thee; Lord, my soul to take.’ 


We have not said that.’’ The child meant 
nothing more, yet her words were startling. 
How many mothers, busy hour after hour 
fashioning pretty garments and caring for 
the bodies of their little ones, forget their 
souls !— Mrs. R. B. Hart, Fredericton, N. B. 
From Sunday at Home. 


* 


Riddle’s ** Harmony of the Gospels’ 
gives a clear idea of the events of the Life 
of Christ. Paper, 10 cents; cloth covers, 2 





cents, postpaid, from The Sunday S:hool 
Times Co. 





Visiting the Lesson-Scenes: 

Pleven. empograrion or lesson pictures) will 
be needed for fourth quarter, eine oC8E 
‘Those who own the 1911 material need only 
nine new ones, costing $1.50. ‘Those who have 
both 1910 and rorr material need only eight 
new ones ($1.34). The s e° 


which the pictures are seen in vivid lifelikeness) 
sis 85 cents. Stereographs, less than four in one 


order are 20 cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid by the pyblisheroa all orders. Send 

‘Phe Sanday .Schdol Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. ' 

UST such children as Jesus knew in Pal- 
estine nineteen hundred years ago are 
still growing up in towns he used 

to visit. At Ramah, for example, a few 
miles north of Jerusalem, you can visit a 
modern school almost exactly. like the schools 
which children attended in our Master’s 
time. : 

What you see as you look through the 
stereoscope is the courtyard of one of the 
Ramah houses—a space open overhead to 
the sun and air, but surrounded by rooms 
and high walls of stone. Straw matting has 
been spread on the ground, and on the mat- 
ting sit a dozen schoolboys in a circle. They 
are studying their lesson from big wooden 
tablets held in their laps; the lesson has 


been written for them in Arabic letters. 


Three lads on a stone bench by themselves 
are older pupils, and a bit more advanced, 
The man in the fez cap is their teacher ; the 
other man is merely a visitor. 

ye who lived in Palestine when Jesus 
was there went to school in the village syna- 
gogue, and learned to read Hebrew instead 
of Arabic, but methods were much the same. 
They committed to memory long chapters of 
the Old Testament much as these lads learn 
sections of the Mohammedan ‘‘ Koran.’’ 
The boys of Jesus’ time must have heard a 
great deal about him ; everybody was talking 
about him —not:- only about how good he was 
to the sick and the sorrowful, but also how 
splendidly terrible he could be when he was 
roused to scorn by people who pretended to 
be good, but really were mean and selfish 
(Luke 11 : 42-46), or when people turned 
an opportunity for worship into a mere 
scheme for getting rich (Matt. 21 : 12-14). 
Many a Syrian boy, like these lads here, 
made up his mind that Jesus was the leader 
he wanted to follow the rest of his life. 

(Use a stereograph entitled, ‘* Little folks 
studying in the village school at Ramah.’’) 


a 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


RUNING.—Begin the treatment of the 
lesson with verses 8, 9: ‘*If thy hand 
or thy foot causeth thee to stumble, 

cut it off,’ etc. Explain that this is not 
to be taken literally, though some have 
thought so, but is merely a strong metaphor, 
illustrating the thoroughness with which we 
are to separate ourselves from all kinds of 
evil,- It is the wrong in us that we are to 
cut off and pluck out, not our hands and feet 
and eyes. All through ‘the lesson we shall 
learn what we are to remove from our lives, 

At this point set before the class a house- 
plant that needs Preeing badly. If you have 
no such plant you will need to take one, a 
few days in advance, and nick some of the 
leaves and branches so that they will dry up. 
This plant you will prune with sharp shears 
as the lesson proceeds. 

What is the first thing that Jesus wants us 
to cut off from our lives? Pride (v. 4). 
This “ey dead branch will fitly represent 

ride.. Pride thinks itself to be very beauti- 
ul and fine, but it is really repulsive and 
disgraceful. Off with it! 

What next shall we look for to remove? 
Offenses -(vs, 6, 7). In the first place, 
offenses toward little children. Speak of 
the cruel way in which thousands of them 
are compelled to work in the mills and 
mines when they should be in school or at 
home. But we may offend even our own 
dear brothers and sisters by unkindness and 
thoughtlessness. Cut off all this, and leave 
only helpfulness and love toward God’s 
precious children. 

And next? All sin; whatever sends us 
away from the fold of the Good Shepherd 
(v. £2). - Get the class to name the sins that 
most beset young people like themselves, — 
such as lying, cheating, selfishness, gluttony, 
crossness, disobedience, profanity, and any 
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ach toward i parity ‘intemperance. 
As — sin is ae tal wee it <armently, 
and)end with cutting off a dead; leaf or 
branch. It will add to the effectiveness of 
the exercise if the pupils and not the teacher 
cut off the leaves and branches, each in turn. 
’ “AUBURNDALE, Mass. 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


_ Missionary to the Jews and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria ‘ 


HO then is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven ? (v..1.) The question had 
the quality of precision and minute- - 

ness that was so dear to the rabbis, who 
often discussed such questions as ‘* What is 
the greatest thing in the world?’’ and ar- 
ued gravely in favor of wealth, station, wis- , 
dom, piety, etc. Also to Orientals it seemed 
necessary that a kingdom must: have. its 
grand vizier, enjoying in'a special degree the - 
confidence and wielding the absolute author- 
ity of his master, The Ottoman Empire has 
taxed the world’s patience for three years in 
its attempt to administer the constitution, a 
government for the benefit of those goy- 
erned, and the attempt is ending in failure, 
because each official seeks inctease of per- 
sonal power and wealth, and suspects the 
other officials as intriguing for his removal. | 

Whoso shall cause one of these little ones 
to stumble (v. 6). The Arabic name for a 
degenerate means ‘‘ one who has been made 
to stumble’? The term indulgently lays. the 
blame on the fact of temptation rather than 
on the-weakness that yielded to it. A proverb 
says, ‘‘ He who has had many temptations 
believes in stumbling-blocks.’’ Literally it 
is an obstacle over which a man or animal 
may fall or trip when walking. A sudden 
current of rain-water scoops away the soil 
where it crosses the road and reveals the 
rocky foundation ; a- bridge collapses, and 
the road remains unused for months, or sev- 
eral years; a farmer clearing stones from his 
field throws them on the bridle-path ; a sand- 
pit for lime is carried half-way under the’ , 
road and makes it cave in; wagon-wheels 
are propped by stones.on a slope, and when 
the wagon moves on the stone are left there. 
Thus the stumbling-block comes to mean 
something that should not be; it is the re- 
sult of thoughtlessness, or the selfishness that 
secures a personal benefit while exposing | 
others to danger or discomfort. There is a 
highway of life where such offenses are se- 
verely punished. 

A great mill-stone (v.6). The small mill- 
stone is that which is turned by the hand. 
Two women sit on opposite sides of the two 
discs; which are from one foot to one and a 
half feet in diameter, and each has. one hand 
on the peg projecting upwards from near the 
edge of the upper stone, which is always 
thinner and lighter than the under one. In 
the public flour-mill water-power is used, 
and the circular horizontal stones are much 
larger. In towns similar large stones are 
turned by a blindfolded mule, chiefly for 
gtinding olives, locust beans, or the nuts 
and other ingredients of Oriental sweet- 
meats. Such was Samson’s task, 

Their angels do always behold the face of 
my Father whois in heaven (v.10). They 
are at the seat of power, and can use such 
influence on, behalf of their friends. Op- 
pression can be appealed against, evil be 
made to return to him who devised it, and a 
way of deliverance be provided for those who 
are unable to deliver themselves. In Ori- 
ental life there is no conviction more firmly 
held than that the obtaining of a request de- 
pends not so much on the merits of the case 
as on having it presented by a friend who 
cannot well be affronted by refusal. The 
former seems crude and irreverent, because 
it demands that the benefactor should sub- 
mit to the authority of facts and do what is 
right, whereas the latter only lays upon him 
the constraint of his own graciousness, In 
practical matters it is usually a device for 
covering a weak claim. Such abuse of privi- 
lege is of course excluded in the case of the 
angels. 

And one of them be gone astray (v. 12). 
On account of the irregularities of the grazing: 
ground over mountain and valley, with its 
bushes, boulders, and cliffs, the shepherd 
may not discover his loss until he collects his 
flock about sunset time in order to descend 
slowly toward the: shelter of the sheep-fold 
for the night.. These shepherds declare that 























LESSON FOR DEC. 8 (Matt. 18 : 1-14) 


By Philip E. Howard 


APonner! the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray. thy Fatherhood may bring us into 
a due sense practise of chi WwW 
pray that we may be teachable and 

a as we look up to thee for thy 
a If the growing years are bring- 


nd ve 
slypuidance, I any one of us, wilt thou 


1D; 

toed us with thy tenderness and 
so that we may be: children 
sunlight and warmth of thy love, 
cart jo but 

earthly: journey, may 
spirit of citizens of thy kingdom the earth. 
‘lake from our lives, we pray the con- 
fusion and strain, and may every new day be a 
new song of praise for each one of us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. - Amen, } 


After the Lesson.—It is curious to see 
how we human beings get things twisted. 
Jesus,was always trying to set things right, 
to turn right side up men’s ideas that were 
upside down, to set people on the right 
track when they were on the wrong track. 

Boys, you and I know how often older 
folks have told us to ‘* be manly ’’ (write it 
on the board). - There must be something in 
that idea, because people mean well enough 
when they urge it; but perhaps the idea isa 
little off the track. Certainly, Jesus said 
something quite different to his disciples 
when he wanted to show them how to bring | 
the kingdom of God upon the earth. Be 
childlike (erase ‘* manly,’’ and write ‘* child- 
like ’®) was what he said to them, and I ven- 
ture tu think that it was harder for them to 
be really childlike than to be what we call 


manly. . The fatt is that, we sorely need to |, 


turn back from our pride and boasted strength 
and self-reliatice to a very simple, puré, self- 
forgetting trust in God. Have you ever 
tested Jesus’ way thoroughly, or are ‘you 
still a little in doubt about the practise of it? 
Let me urge you to make the turn of which 
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hie speaks to us, and give his plan the right 
of way. 





Be CHitoLiKEe 











PHILADELPHIA, 
z 


Lesson Hymns and: Psalms 


“ Around the throne of God in heaven.’ 

“Twasa vasdqing sheep."’ ; 

" My life, my love, I give to thee.”’ 

"O Christ, our true and only light.” 

** Quiet, Lord, my froward heart."’ 

** Saviour, like a shepherd lead us."” 

'* There were ninety and nine that safely lay.’’ 

** What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 

(References in parentheses are to the metrical 

; Psalm book ‘ Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 8 : 1-4 (12 : 1-4). 

Psalm 128 : 1-4 (278 : 1, 2). 

Psalm 51 : 1-10 (109 : 1-4). 

Psalm 131. : 1-3 (283 : 1-3). 

Psalm 149 : 1-4 (326 : 1-3). 


| Department Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON. TEACHING,—Jesus loves all the 
children. 

Place side by side the pictures of 
last week’s story and to-day’s. One boy in 
the midst had always been ill ; the other was 
a happy, healthy child, Jesus was interested 
in both, and through them he taught some 
needed lessons to his disciples, 

Review briefly last Sunday’s lesson. After 
healing the lunatic boy, Jesus and his disci- 
ples returned to Capernaum by the Sea. On 











| what you need to eat: and wear? 





the way, Jesus heard the disciples talking 


Den eae GS ek eh 


THE SUNDAY; SCHOOL TIMES 


about who should be greatest in his kingdom. 
They almost quarréled. In the home where 
they stopped was .a little boy. . Perhaps he 
ran to meet them when he saw them coming. 
After they entered the house, Jesus called 
the child, When he came, Jesus lifted bim 
in his arms and set him down beside him. 

Then Jesus spoke some beautiful words 
about children, I wonder if the little boy 
knew that he was cuddling close to the dear, 
loving Jesus, 

‘All the little children loved him, 

And the grown up ple too, 
For he always hel, and blessed them 
In all the ways he knew.” 
(** Song Stories for the Sunday-school.” 
F. my, Publisher, Chicago. 

You already know one of the verses which 
Jesus said about little children: ‘* Forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.”’ 

Jesus’ told his disciples, ‘‘ Those who are 
most like little children shall be greatest in 
my kingdom.’?’ Then he warned them not 
to put anything in the way to hinder the 
children, or to cause them to stumble. These 
are his loving words; ‘* Whoso shall receive 
one such little child in my name receiveth 
me.... . See that ye despise not one of these 
little ones, for I say unto you that in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my 
Father, who is in heaven. , . . It is not the will 
of your Father who is in heaven that one of 
these little ones should perish.’’ Sing *‘ Jesus 
Loves Me,’’ or ‘‘ Jesus Loves. the Little Chil- 
dren,’’ (‘This-lesson affords an excellent op- 
portunity to bring out the meaning of stanzas 
one and two of the children’s song, ‘* Sweet 
Story of Old.’’) 

To show how much he cared for every 
little child, Jesus told the story of ‘* The 
Lost Sheep.’’ This might be pictured on. 
the sand-table. It is always a favorite with 
childern, 

In this connection, and in anticipation of 
the shepherd story for Christmas,*use the 
beautiful shepherd song found in ‘‘ Carols’’ 
(Leyda Pub, Co., Chicago, 25 cts.). 


Clayton 
15 cents.) 


‘*We are the lambs of Christ's flock, we are | | 


told,’ , 

'Each one a’ treasure more precious than 

‘old :. 

Though we are many, he loves all the same, 

Tenderly calling each. one by his name."’ 
‘*Gladly we'll follow our.Shepherd, so dear, 

Listening ever, his kind voice to hear ; 

And from his fold, may our feet never stray : 

Keep us and guide us, dear Shepherd, we 

pray.”’ 

After the Stories.—Who has a baby at 
home? .Who needs more eare, the big, 
strong children, or the baby? Who provides 
You 
needn’t worry about such things, but trust 
your parents, don’t you? God wants his 
children tp, trust him in the same way. 

Suppose one of you was lost, what would 
happen? If your parents could not find you, 
I think, in a day or two the newspapers 
would ask people to watch: for you, to help 
find you, 

One day a brother and sister, about your 
size, started to a country school near Hali- 
fax. Their little sister, three years old, 
loved to walk a little way with them. She 
knew the wayhome. A few times she went 
with them to visit the school. 

One morning little sister started back 
home, while brother and sister went on to 
school, Something must have attracted little 
sister’s attention on another path, for she 
didn’t go home, Her mother thought she 
had gone to school. Brother and sister sup- 

she was at home. When they came 

ome without her, everybody knew she was 
lost, and began to look for her, for it would 
soon be late and dark, Somebody tele- 
phoned to the police station in Halifax to 
watch for a lost little girl. A group of street 
workmen stopped work to hunt on roads out- 
side of the city. One hundred soldiers were 
sent to hunt among trees and bushes, All 
evening and all ni ‘ht they looked. Toward 
morning two soldiers, walking near some 


| bushes, heard a little voice call, ‘* Papa.’’ 


They followed the voice and found the little 
sister, without hat, slippers, or stockings, but 
in her hand she still held her rubber doll. 
Everybody rejoiced when the church bells 
rang the signal that she was found. 
Hand-work.—Give to each child a small 
picture of Christ and the children, or a copy 
of two verses of ‘*Sweet Story of Old,’? to 
paste in scrap-books, or a picture of the 
Good Shepherd carrying the Lost Sheep 


home. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


TOOK to class for this lesson the ‘* baby ”’ 
aphs of several of my girls. 
This was a surprise, for they knew 
4 did not own them. Maude and Doro- 
thy had changed most since babyhood. 
We discussed what had been gained,— 
som, strength, beauty, intellect,” etc., and 
hat had been lost,—namely, childish fear, 
childish figure, childish play, etc. We noted 
that, spiritually, faith, trust, humility, had 
beer lost to some extent. We pictured the 
little girl holding the father’s hand, not de- 
siring to go her own way, but having perfect 
faith, To-day the disciples are shown that 
they too have lost something strongly marked 
in childhood 
What had those disciples been discussing ? 
What had made them think that some disci- 


| ples were greater than others? How did 


they measure greatness? Explain (Matt. 7: 
22, 23) that merely the doing of deeds does 
not make the greatest man in Christ’s king- 
dom, 

Without reproving them, Jesus holds up 
the little child as a mirror. hat were they 
to see? Did you ever havea smudge of dirt 
on your face and have your mother simply 
say, **Look in the mirror before you go 
out??? Jesus, in thought, wants the disci- 
ples to see reflected by contrast their own 
selfishness and ambition. The little child 
without self-consciousness will freely talk 
and act, but when ‘* selfness’’ develops 
words and actions are checked. No com- 
ment on the smallness of a task is heard from 
a little child. 

How to become great is an interesting 
question, for every girl would like to be a 

reat woman, Jesus gave as the principle 
ee true greatness humble service rendered 


as unto him. . The family motto of a great 
king is, ‘*I serve.’’ The greatest king 
sapthe faithfully his most despised people ; 


the greatest teacher must labor hardest with 
the dullest pupil; the greatest disciple must 
be_willing to do the humblest task. 

Recall ‘how Jesus washed the ‘disciples’ 
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feet, and taught them to take the lowest seat. 

The girl who insists on the prominent part 

| and the showy task had better glance in, the 
child mirror. The shy girl at some lowly 
task may be far greater. It is not the reseed? 
of your work that Jesus needs, but your 
willingness to do anything for him, 

A dear girl of fifteen years visited me this 
summer, and I showed to her a valentine 
she had sent me when four years of age. 
How she laughed and ‘*made fun’”’ of the 
little picture and **candy-box lace’’ pasted 

;on a colored heart, But I told her of the 
joy and pleasure it had meant tome, Our 
| little efforts may seem like that childish val- 
|} entine in comparison with the great deeds 
| of others, but Jesus will say, *‘ It is my 
child’s loving eftort,’’ and he will be-glad. 

Answer in your book; (1.) Who ¢s. great 
in Christ's me. er ? (2.) What makes any 
service great in Jesus’ eyes? (3.) Why 
isn’t jt n to be rushing or waiting or 
searching for the dig things to do for Jesus? 
(4.) Name one thing you can do better this 
week for Jesus’ sake. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Matt..18; 21-35... Why should we 
forgive others? Who are represented by 
these two debtors ? 

Méniorize™ Eph. "4:32. What does for- 
givéness. mean? “What was formerly done 
to debtors in England and in the East? 

Matt. 18 : 21-35. Whydo you think Peter 
said ** Seven times ’’? Did he think he was 
| generous ? 

Read the most beautiful picture of Christ’s 
forgiveness “(Lake 15°: 11-32). Memorize 
; Psalm 103 : 12. 
= | Read Psalm 32: 1-5; mark verse 5. Why 
| need we never be afraid. nor ashamed to ask 
forgiveness ? 

Read Matt. 6: 9-85. What happens if we 

refuse forgiveness to any one? 
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“What Shalla Young Girl Read?” By 
Margaret E. Sangster... Definite suggestions 
as to the best books for young girls——a great 
help to parents @s well as to the girls them- 
selves, Mrs. Sangster, who for many years 
wrote upon a variety of subjects dealing with 

young girls, was well fitted to treat.this gites- 
‘tio. The book may be had for so-cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday Schood Zimes.Go. 








A Boy’s-Eye View of the Lesson 
By Pucker 


A Word by the Editor.—Pucker’s view 
of the lesson, if carefully followed, will show 
each week the clearly marked plan that the 
teacher has in presenting the lesson so as to 
get hold of the boys most effectively. For 
pemrie, we find this week: the sigan 
plan; 


A. Approach to the Lesson. 

Interest awakened before lesson session by 
two fish-poles brought by the teacher. 

Truths to be Brought Out. 

1. Dispute of disciples about who should 
be greatest. 

2. “Fhe-answer of Jesus: 

3. True greatness. 

4. True humility, 

5. Modern boys as examples er humility. 

6. Leading fellows wrong. -- - 

C, Blackboard Work. 

1. List of qualities Lercenettiie ** world 
greatness,"’ with names of well-known 
men who had those qualities, —supplied 
L the boys,.. A parallel list of the qual- 

ies of Kingdom greatness and its pos- 
rset 

2. Answer to the question, ‘‘ Who is the 
greatest ?*’ 

tive Questions. 

1. Find: out. what. the dispute was which 
began this lesson. 

2. What-was the disciples’ idea of great- 
ness ? 

3. Hew did Jesus show his idea? 

4. Would an American boy be a good ex- 
ample of humility ? 

E. Jilustrations of Lesson Points, 

v4 ‘The fish-poles. 

‘The Japanese: ba: oF, 

: The turkey-gobbler. 

4. The millstone. 

Home Work. 

Each boy has a definite assignment, 
the plan is varied each week. 


B. 


F, 
and 





E SAW .our-teacher going up the street 
last Sunday morning. with two fish 
ing-poles under his arm. We hur- 

ried to catch up, and Skinny Ross asked 
him if-he was going fishing. ‘‘ Yes,’’he 
said, ‘‘ for boys.’’ Then we knew the poles 
were to use in the class, and we ‘couldn’t 
hardly wait till the opening exercises were 
over to see what he was.going to do, 

*¢ The lesson to-day. began in a dispute,’’ 
started out teacher, . **See who can find 
what it was about in: Mark 9.; 33.”’ 

Fred Keller got it first, ‘* It was about 
which one-‘of the disciples had the highest 
office,’ he -said, after-he had looked at the 


verse, 


‘* Did they want Jesus to know what they — 


were thinking about ?”’ asked teacher. 

*¢ Course not,’’-I answered; ‘but he | 
caught on, and “asked them about it in the 
house.’ 


in Bulldog Jones. 

‘* Then -what-lesson did he teach them, 
Charlie ?’’ he asked Bumps. 

“He took a little feller that was there 


a 





| 


‘*And they was ashamed to tell,’’ burst | 


and: told--them they .otight-te be humble like | 
that instead of trying to get ahead of each | 


other,’’ said Bumps. 

**Yes,”’ said teacher, 
wrong idea of greatness, just as people have 
to-day.”” ‘Then he asked us about the 
greatest men we knew of; and’ put on the 
board what we told him, like this : 


World Greatness. Kingdom Greatness 


Courage—-Rooseveit... _Humility—Genetal Booth, 
Mascle—Frank Gatch.  Faith—Moody. 
Money— Rockefeller. 


Knowledge—Wilson.. Sacrifice—Dr Grenfell: 


** Which kind of greatness has really done 
the most for the world ?’’ he went on, and 
we alf saict the kingdom kind 

Then he had us read our definitions of 
humility. ‘* Not being stuck on yourself,” 
said Skinny. . ‘* Thinking others are’ as good 
as you,’’ declared Fred.’ ** Lowly in spirit,”’ 
was Cari’s.- ‘+ Giving up-to others,’ I said. 
** Not to push yourself forward,’’ came from 
Bumps. ‘To, see yourself as you really 
are,’’ Bert thought. ‘To let others walk 
all over you,’’ sneered Bulldog; 

** Yes, -George,’’ smiled teacher; ‘* how 
many times you've walked all over your 
mother’s feelings and rights, and she has 
just stood it. That’s what makes her pre- 
cious, isn’t it, my boy? ’’ 

Then he took up the fishing-poles. One 
was a big, stiff, wooden thing. The other 
was a dandy new steel rod that would bend 
double without breaking. 


( Continued on next page) 
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LIBRARIAN WANTED 


We want cultured and fefined men 
and women to organize a branch. of 
The Booklovers | Library in: their 
own community, through our simple 
plan of selling Exchangeable 
Books. A monthly salary will. be 
paid in addition to a liberal com- 
mission. ‘Write for particulars as-to 
how you may start.a,branch of The 
Booklovers Library,in:your town, |) < 


THE, BOOKLOVERS LIBRARY * 
1302 Filbert Street, Philadelphia 














THE POUNDS LESSON CALENDAR 


inal, Popular.: Just the thing 
for organized classes and Sunday-school workers every- 
where. Samples roc. each, 3 for 25c., postpaid. Whole- 

sale rates in quantities. Lesson Calendar Pads also for 
| yourown mounting. The Hiram Press, Hiram, 0. 











Attractive 


Calendar 
Values 
The Sunday-School Calendar 


The Home Department Calendar: 
The Adult Bible Class Calendar 


And the three calendars differ only in 
the specially designed cover for p- 


urpose 

They ‘all differ from most calesiars, 

however, ‘in their compact usefulness, 
their low pricé, and the material-on the 
monthly leaves. 
“Rath leaf bears beautiful Giotations 
from poems and prose of ae 
the Unifornt International Lesson loca- 
tion and Golden’ Text for each Sunday 
of the month, and a Scripture reading 
for each day of the month. 

‘The calendar measures 5 x8% inches, 
ahd lias a'small eyelet at the top, so it 
can be hung up anywhere. The cover 
of each is printedin red'and-black. 

‘The school calendar for most classes. 
or for all; the adult calendar, if you 
‘prefer, for the grown-ups ; the Home 
Department calendar for the. member- 
ship at home, 

Ten cents each ; $1.00 a dozen ; $800 
a hundred. We pay the postage. This 
is the inexpensive, good- for-the-year 
gift that many a school or teacher is 
seeking. Thousands sold last year. 
Order promptly. 
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103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



































LESSON FOR DEC. 8 (Matt. x8 : 1-14) 
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( Continued from preceding page) 

** Now, boys,’ he said, ‘‘ which pole is 
most like the world’s idea of greatness, and 
which most like Jesus’ standard ?”’ 

Bulldog tried to make out that the best 
‘one stood for the brave, strong man, but we 
wouldn’t let him, because anybody could 
see that the humble, loving man was more 
like the limber rod. 

** That’s it,”’ said teacher. 
one braces itself up and trusts in its stre 
it fights back, and will break rather ¢ 
yield. The steel rod doesn’t try to cael oe 
for itself. It yields its way, but it has an 
inner strength that cannot be conquered. 
That’s what Jesus meant by the humblest 
being the greatest,’’ So he had Carl put 
that on the board under the other words : 


The Humblest is the Greatest. 


**I don’t think a boy is a very good lesson 
on being humble,’’ I couldn’t help saying. 
**My little brother Jim is as mean and 
smart Alecky as a fighting rooster.”’ 

** Maybe they didn’t have as many smarties 
then as they do now!’ whispered pay Soe 
my ear, and teacher heard him and had him 
say it out loud. 

** That’s the answer,” he nodded, ‘‘ Jew- 
ish boysewere taught a reverence for their 
elders that children now don’t have, If 
Jesus wanted to teach humility to-day he 
would not take an American child for. an 
object lesson, unless it should be a little 
Indian boy. ‘They are taught to keep in the 
background, just as Jewish boys were, To- 
day a ten-year-old American boy knows a 
thousand things the rabbis never dreamed 
of, and that, with the public life he lives, 
turns his head. ty 

** Father says, ** spoke up Fred Keller, 
the minister’s boy, ‘‘ that Jesus meant this 
quiet little fellow in the lesson for an object 
lesson to us boys to-day, and that we ought 
to learn not to be so smart.’’ 

**That’s a good point,’’ said teacher, 
‘sand I'll tell you another boy you could 
learn from, that’s the little Japanese in the 
high-school. Professor Eastman tells me he 
is at the head of his class, but you never see 
him putting himself forward. Perhaps God 
has put him in our midst to, teach you boys 
true huimility,’? 

Teacher had us read verse three, where it 
says unless we become humble we can’t 
even get into the Kingdom of Heaven. He 
told a story about a proud turkey gobbler 

t find the hole through the fence 
into the poultry-yard because he held his 
head so high, and a humble little hen that 
scouched down and got in the first thing. 
** You cannot enter the kingdom of knowl- 
edge,’’ he went on, ‘‘unless you humble 
yourself and confess your ignorance. You 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven unless 
you humble yourself and confess your sinful- 
ness. Boys,’’ he said, ‘‘don’t be like the 
turkey gobbler.”’ 

Then he showed a picture of an old mill- 
stone, and told how. Jesus said you better 
tie it around your neck and jump in the 
ocean than to lead any little dite! wrong. 
He was just beginning to talk to us about 
our setting a right example to the lower 
grade fellers, when the bell rang. 

For next time, we each have*to write out, 
in. our own words, the story of the two 
debtors in Matthew 18, and give it to the 
teacher before Saturday night. 


« 
The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Child in the Midst (Matt. 18 : 1-17; 
Mark 9g : 33-50) 


** The wooden 
Bs 


ITH the continuance of the journey on 
which the group was engaged, when 

Jesus challenged the Twelve to de- 

clare their faith in him, and when he re- 
vealed his glory unto the Three, there began 
along period of training. The affirmation 
of Peter had but marked the end of the first 
half of the active ministry by indicating that 
Jesus had convinced his companions that he 
was the Christ. It was now necessary to 
begin a careful course of instruction, which 
should enable them to grasp his own con- 
ception ‘of what Messiahship and disciple- 
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ship meant. Mark crowds his record of 
three weeks into a chapter and a half. Mat- 
thew gives much more space, and Luke lays 
great emphasis upon its terest and value of 

e period. From his Gospel we see that it 
was @ period of some duration, perhaps sev- 
eral months, and that its i Marner _— very 
notable, greatly en and deepening 
our conception of the sie of Jesus. 

Earliest of the conversations which were 
held day by day was the one which followed 

the debate among the disciples over the 
question of supremacy. They had not un- 
naturally in to speculate over the places 
of honor in the coming Messianic kingdom. 
It was but human to do so, with their inher- 
ited ideas of what that kingdom would be. 
Probably Peter, James, and John were ac- 
corded precedence, but the rest were in- 
clined to assert their claims, too, 

What a characteristic method Jesus em- 
ployed for checking such ambitions! 
used a living parable, a little child. When 
they had come to Capernaum, and all were 
togethe? in a house, he suddenly asked the 
theme of their earnest discussions on the 
road, When they were confusedly_ hesita- 
ting to reply and confess their ambitious dis- 
putings, he took the little one into his arms, 
and — that it was a true symbol of a 


= 

at Jesus meant by this and by his fur- 
age hae ration that the leader in the heav- 
enly kingdom would be the one who ex- 
celled in. serviceableness is not difficult to 
understand, He did not think of childish- 
ness, but of childlikeness, which is a very 
different matter. 

The figure of the child suggests God’s 
great family, of which we are all members, 
bound to think of one another as brothers and 
friends. ‘The qualities itis most worth while 
for us to cultivate are the qualities which be- 
long to real childhood,—frankness, friendli- 
ness, 
ful spirit, simplicity, self-forgetfulness, The 
spirit of love in a child casts out the oppo- 
sites of these qualities, and cultivates them. 
So should it be with the adult Christian dis- 
ciple. His pride and ambitions make much 
infidelity. 

‘A great danger among Christians is to de- 
spise the weak and poor’ and unimportant. 
God, so Jesus doctaceh: takes the opposite 
course, He thinks of these ‘little ones,” 
no less than of the great. He is like one 
who searches with infin ite pains for the one 
hundredth sheep, even though ninety-nine 
are safely in the fold. The least important 
human being is infinitely precious in God’s 
sight. Let us beware of belittling any one 
or of standing in his way. 


WasHBURN COLLEGE, Topeka, Kan. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











December 2 to 8 


UR Master placed himself in perma- 
nent sympathy with the human race 
by his love for little children, Men 

differ in argument, interpretation, and defini- 
tion, but the whole wide world has a com- 
mon ground in its love for little children. 
There is a rare simplicity in greatness and 
a greatness in rare simplicity, When the 
minds of men are troubled with their sélfish 
ambitions and their personal hopes, they can 
ever turn to that wonderful example of Jesus 
at Capernaum when, amid the contentions of 
men, his own followers, he called a little 
child and placed him in their midst, with the 
loving counsel, ‘‘ He that would be great 
among you let him become as this child.’’ 
Who knows the lessons of love, and faith, 
and hope, and purity we may find in their 
little lives? No wonder the ancient historian 
wrote as he described the healing of Naa- 
man, **And his flesh came again like unto 
the flesh of a little child.’’ Who has ever 
looked upon the little dimpled hand, or the 
cheek or neck of a babe, without feeling a 
sense of purity and sweetness? and such is 
the character of a child, so trustful, so inno- 
cent, so pure, so confiding. These were the 


( Continued on next page) 
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ASK ANY ONE WHO USES 


TARBELL’S 


TEACHER’S GUIDE 


By MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D. | 
$1.00 net;)5 $1.15 postpaid 


@ All over the world successful 
Sunday-school teachers now givé 
first place to this modern teachers’ 
assistant, which tells not only what 
to teach, but how. to teach it ef; 
fectively, | | 


Eighth Aasual " Tarbell’ s” 


G. The 1913 issue embodies all a] 
noted Tarbell characteristics, its wealth 
of notes, suggestions to teachers, illustra; 
tions, helps, side lights, maps, etc., with 
many additional interesting new featured 
which the teacher will find informing, 
quickening, stimulating. 


PRIMARY TEACHERS 

¢ Wilk find a special section showing how 

to begin and develop the lesson ; thd 

aim to accomplish; stories, truths ; lesson 
pictures, blackboard sketches, etc. 

JUNIOR, INTERMEDIATE, — 


SENIOR CLASS TEACHERS. 
¢. Will find their needs more than met, 
Senior Students, Members of the Home 
Department, Workers in Young People’s s 
Societies find the book invaluable. 
Illustrated. Nearly 500 pages. Maps, Charts, etc! 
Send for Mlustrated Circular 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 
New York, 158-Fifth Ave, Chitcage, 125.N. Watpah Ave 
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Cantatas or Story and Song Services sent on request. 
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Piano Selling DeceptionExposed 


Dot and Star iting D and Puzzle Suivins offering 
credit checks all deception. Offering old line pianos 
at réduced prices a catch. Through it one find out 
who wants a piano. Write for particulars ‘ y Are 
$x50.00 Pianos Selling for $300.00?” It ‘is 4 eye 
opener ane money saver. ‘Lhe best piano can sell for 
$300.00. A. F. SNYDER, Weissport, Pa. 
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The Making o . Missionary 
How a barefooted Mount Lebanon girl was led | 
through deep waters into a life of triumph in Christ 


IFTY-TWO years ago a terrible massacre of Christians broke out in aye. 

a Mount Lebanon village a Maronite husband and wife fled for their lives, t 

their six children with them. The husband was wounded by a bullet, and latér died. 

One of the children was a three-year-old girl, whom the neighbors advised the 

mother to abandon because she was “ nothing but a girl.’’ 
was, ‘* Either I live with her or die with her,” 


The little girl was brought safely through that stormy time, because God had 
ahead, To 
ives to Christ, and making our nation a better place to live in. 
story of adventure, suffering, victory, and evangelism. 


It was not easy for her to get the education she longed for as a girl, because of 
her people: fear of the missionary teachers. This is what the Mount Lebanon people 


‘The foreigners have not children enough in the New World, and are coming to 
steal our children and ship them to their country, 
like them, they will scribble a paper in their queer bys g over their heads and pour on 
it some sort of liquid they brought with them, and touch a match to it, 
bewitch them, and make them fly over the great water to the New World.’ 


But she persisted until she had gained such training that she rapidly rose to be a 
missionary teacher, and then principal of a school herself. There followed times of 
tragedy and testing and deliverance, in Egypt, Malta, France, and the United States, 
through which only God could lead her in safety, as he did. 


Now after many, years this Mount Lebanon girl, Layyah Barakat, has written 
her life stoty, and 4 portion of it is to be given to the readers of The Sunday School 
How her reluctance to write her biography was overcome she explains in 


‘* IT have been asked repeatedly to write the story of my life, and as repeatedly I have 
refused, fearing the prominence of the ‘I' that there must be in such a story. 
word ‘I' in Arabic is ain, which stands not for the first 
English ‘eye,’'and also for the English word ‘fountain.’ 
the ‘I* into Arabic, and remember that always it means the weak eye that looks toward 
Christ.and catches the reflection of his sweet face ; that always it means the spring through 
which the living water flows, a fountain springing up to everlasting life. 
but Christ in'me, ' 

that,if ,he can'de w read of here through-a poor, weak, barefooted Mount 
Pdpenan git ie can do far more through you." ire 
spe Seber yt 


This 'ife-story, from the volume ** A Message from Mount Lebanon,”’ just pub- 
lished by The Sunday School Times Ce., will be commenced in The Sunday School 
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Books for Christmas Gifts 


‘¢ There is. a peculiar dignity attached to the gift of 
a book, that is in no way affected by the price.’’ 


A Book that is Attracting Wide Notice. 


Reasonable Biblical Criticism 


By Wui.uis J, Beecner, D.D, In this 
work Dr, Beecher ‘gathers up the history 
of biblical criticism in recent years, selects 
the significant tendencies, analyzes them, 
and with great fairness and full con- 
sideration of the value of both the higher 
critical and the ultra-conservative positions, 
brings the reader face to face with most rea- 
sohable conclusions with regard to the whole 
question, I: is a book of great importance, 
and will undoubtedly do much to help the 
everyday Bible student to solid ground. 
$1.50. 


Mr, Sankey’s Own Life Story and 
His Story of the Hymns. 


My Life and the 
Story of the Gospel Hymns 


By Ira D, SanKey. This book contains 
Mr. Sankey’s story of his own life, and tells 
the stories of scores of gospel hymns—how 
they came to be written, or the incidents of 
their use all over the-world. 24 illustra- 
tions ; 410 pages, $1.50. 


Meets the Need of Every Bible Student. 


A Dictionary of the Bible 


(Third Revised Edition.) By Joun D. 
Davis, Ph.D., D.D.,.LL.D., Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Recognized as one 
of the best stxgle-volume Bible dictionaries 
published, this third revision increases the 
practical utility of the work, enlarging and 
greatly enriching it. The many new full- 
page illustrations and the accurate and schol- 
arly maps form a strong feature of the work. 
Attractively bound in blue cloth with gold 
cover stamping. ~$2.75, postpaid. 


These books are all postpaid at. the advertised -prices. 
THe SuNpDay ScHOoL Times COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHTA, PA. 


An Account of the Bible Versions, 
Texts and Manuscripts. 


The Ancestry of Our English Bible 

By. Pror. Ira. M, Prick, University of 
Chicago. A scholarly treatment of the story 
of the vatious versions of the Bible. Pro- 
fusely illustrated. Widely used as a text- 
book. Equally suited to the reference library 
of the every-day Bible student. $1.50. 


Bible Scenes and Customs Made Real. 
Studies in Oriental Social Life 


By H. Cray TRuMBULL. A rich fund of 
sidelights on Bible characters and customs 
as studied in the life of the East by a keen- 
eyed American scholar who knew how to 
see and say the things that every one wants 
to know about Oriental customs, $1.50. 


A Physical Review of Some of the Greatest 
Events and Characters in Human History. 


From the Nile to Nebo 

By Frankiin E, Hoskins, D.D., Syria 
Mission, Beirut. A Discussion of the Prob- 
lem and the Route of the Exodus. This 
book is the outgrowth of a life plan of the 
author to study the Bible where it'was pro- 
duced, to read its stories and review its 
events where they occurred, A residence 
of twenty-eight years in Syria has given him 
an exceptional knowledge of the people and 
customs, and afforded opportunities for re- 
peated journeys to all parts of the Holy Land. 
The book is the result of a 1900-mile jour- 
ney, including the route of the Exodus from 
Egypt, through the Sinaitic Peninsula, Mount 
Seir, Edom and Moab, Ammon and the 
Jabbok, to the Jordan and Jericho. .The 
book is beautifully: illustrated with 85 half- 
tones, contains 366 pages of type matter, 
and will be of great interest to every Bible 
student. £3.00, 
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great lessons that the: Saviour taught, as he 
called little children to him, and ever calleth 
them, saying, ‘‘Sufter the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.”’ 


Mon.— Matt. 18: 1-14, The Child in the Midst. 
A sinful and wretched man once entered a 
eat church, and it in oenke and remorse 

in a rear pew. Suddenly t eat e- 

ation arose and sang with Goes the il. 

ren’s hymn, *‘ Around the throne of God in’! 
heaven, thousands of children stand,’’ That | 
hymn touched his heart. He thought of 
heaven and childhood, and renewed his pur-’ 
pose to find heayen below. 


We thank thee, our loving God, that thou 
hast made thyself ‘Our Father in heaven,’ | 
and that the great prayer which thou didst 
teach us began that way. May we learn to. 
be like little children, trustful, obedient, 
loving, and responsive, and wilt thou speak 
to us day by day, even as we remember thy 
messages of love our mothers taught us. In_ 
Chris?’s name. Amen. 
Tuwes.—Mark 10: 13-16. 4 

* Jesus Blesses Little Children. | 

There is a hymn of childhood we all ought 
to sing at family prayers: ‘‘I think when 1} 
How beauti- 
ful the Jast verse— 


‘I wish that his hands had been laid on my 
head : 


ead : 
That his arms had been thrown around me." 


This is the thought of which we have been 
reading this morning. Let us start to-day by. 
leading our childten into the presence of 
Christ and letting him touch them. 


Blessed Master, we thank thee that thou 
didst suffer the little children to come to thee, 
and that thou wouldst not let: thy disciples 
forbid them. Wewould bring thee our chil- 
dren, whether they are here at home with us 
or away at home. May we realize that no 
influence in all the world can be more strong 
‘and beautiful for them than “a” personal 
touch with thee. We ash it in. thy name. 
Amen. bee wa 


Wed.— Matt. 20: 20-28, Avenue to.Greatness. 

In the old days at Northfield when the 
student conférences were beginning, some of 
us remember the influence exerted over our 
lives by such men as J. Hudson Taylor, 
Henry Drummond, Henry Clay Trumbull, 
and others. We knew these men were great 
men, Their greatness was impressed by the 
simplicity and childlikeness’in their faces, 
words, and natures, 


We thank thee for thy greatness, O God, 
and that thou hast been seen in the gentle 
and loving nature of Jesus Christ, who made 
himself of no reputation. He took upon 
himself the form of a servant. We thank 
thee for thy earnest followers who have.so 
reflected and exemplified his life. Help us 
to be like them in childlike humility, In 
thy name, Amen, 


Thurs.— Phil, 2 : 5-11. 
Greatness through Humility. 

This story is told of the great Phillips 
Brooks: One afternoon when he was call- 
ing, a poor mother with a sick infant told 
him she could not attend church because of 
the child. He cared for the child and sent 
the mother to the service. Long afterward 
she learned that he was the great Phillips 
Brooks. This is an example of greatness 


Our loving Father, we thank thee that thou 
hast withheld thy great truths from those 
who have been proud and overbearing, and 
révealed them to those of humble spirit. 
Help us, we pray thee, to live so near thee 
in the simplicity of our lives that we may 
gain the humility of self-sacrifice and self- 
For thy sake. Amen. 


Fri.—t Pet. §: 1-11. Girded with Humility. 

We are never so strong for God as wher 
we are girded with his armor. That armor 
is not of our own making nor of our own 
acquisition. It is the free gift of his love 
and. grace. A humble soul who is sincere 
and manly can go anywhere, can do almost 
anything for God. 

Our loving Father, we ask thee that we 
may study thy character and life in order 
that we may be able to disregard ourselves in 
our consideration of thee. Take from us all 
pride, self-satisfaction, and personal ambi- 
tion, and make us so humble that men may 
see thee instead of seeing us. For thy sake. 


jone tells us a man is an+egotist, or if 
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Set.—Heb. 1: 6-14. 


Some years ago a friend went from. his 
capac preety 

‘| rushing madly toward a of his litle 
children who weze ishly ying in the 
iddle of a street.. Het at he could 


| but pray, and as he prayed he saw that great 


flashed into mind, * raters Lee te i 
Children are heirs of salvation. partic- 
ularly watches little children. : 


Dear loving Father, our Father in heaven, 
we thank thee that the little children are 
so near to thy heart, and we thank.thee that 
even as they sleep, the angels of God watch 


for a little child seems so helpless that eden 
a physician frequently knows not what to 
do. May watchful loving parents know the 
ministering omer? of God. In thy name 
and for thy sake we ask it. Amen. ‘ 


Sun.—Psa. 131. Simplicity of Soul. ; 
The world is not very much impressed dy 
the man who feels his own greatness. ' If any 
e 
see that in his life, he is very liable to lase 
~men- of this 
world’ have: been the humble men. David 
wrote the Psalms which are the most blessed 

when he realized his weakness before God. 
_ Our gracious and loving Father, we thank 
thee that thou hast given to us such wonder- 
Sul lessons of humility in thy holy Word. 
We thank thee for such men as David, 
men who knew the greatness of this world, 
bug who knew. the weakness of human na- 
ture, and who bowed yc thee in humility 
that they might have.thy strength, Help us 
to be humble, and to take everything to thee 
in earnest faith, For Christ’s sake, Amen. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting | 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 8, 1912. 
Lessons of the Snow (Job 38 : 1-27). 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Its purity (Psa. 5t : 7). 

TUES. —Soiled souls (Rom..3 : 9-18). 

WED.—Its transience (Job 24 : 19). 

‘THUR, — Refreshing coolness (Prov. 25 : 13). 

FRI.—Its crystals: order (1 Cor. 14 : 33). 

Sat.—Instrument of punishment (Psa. 148 : 
8). 














Mention offe lesson from the snow, 
Which is better—an arctic or a tropical soul 
soul? Why? 


How can frozen hearts be thawed ? 
DEEP snow is a mantle of charity. 
The grass has turned brown and sere. 
The unsightliness of nature when its 
apparel is gone, the wreckage of summer 
and autumn, and the dried forms from which 
the life has departed, stand out gaunt and 
unkempt, Then without noise or clamor the 
snow comes down, ‘It does not call atten- 
tion to the unsightliness which needs to be 
covered over, It does not boast of what it 
is going todo. It simply and silently seis to 
work and hides all that is unlovely and makes 
the whole world one beautiful vision, 

The world needs a pire deal more than a 
mantle of charity, and the green and living 
verdure of spring and summer is a far better 
and more énduring mantle than the snow. 
It from within, too, and it is not laid 
on from without....And after awhile the 
snow itself goe$ away and leaves the world 
for a time more unsightly and ruinous than 
it found it. Furthermore, the mantle, while 
it lasts, hides pitfalls and secrets which were 
better exposed and dealt with. The pro- 
posal to maké: thé world what it ought to be 
by covering it up witha mantle of charity like 
a garment of snow is a very inadequate 
proposal. 

But snow is more than a mantle which 
can be removed, uncovering what it had 
concealed. It gives, itself entirely, and 
though it disappears, it does not take itself 
away, It melts into the earth, to fill up the 
reservoirs beneath, and meanwhile it has 
protected the grain under it from. ‘7 and 
frost. It is an active agent of good. Peo- 
ple who think that all that is demanded of 
them is just a tolerant and charitable spirit 








Amen. 
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A Few 
_ Choice Selections 
| from the 
Catalogue of The 
Sunday School 
Times Co. 


Se? Grenfell s Own Story of the Peoplt 
on the Labrador. 


Off the Rocks © °° * 


Life-stories of the deep-sea fisher-folk of Labra- 
dor. Ky WirFrep T. GRENFELL. 259 pages; 11 
__ illustrations. $1.00. 


Exquisite Sketches of Every Day 
Characters. 


~ Simples from the 
Master’s Garden 


By Annie TRUMBULL. Stosson. A series of 
short character sketches picturing people in 
hnmble walks of life who silently teach great 
lessons. Illustrated; gift-book style; colored 
border on text page. si 


A Beautiful New England Story. 


The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark 


By Anniz TrumButt Stosson. One of the 
most beautiful of Mrs. Slosson’s New England 
stories is now issued in this special edition.. It 
is the story of a girl in a mountain village, 
counted a heretic by her neighbors, but whose 
life reveals the any of a strange and trans- 
forming vision that the country-folk could not 
understand. ‘The story has of the distinc- 
tive qualities that one reviewer to write 
of other work of hers, “ lite: art in which we 
have had ng master since the, pen dro 
from the taint and feeble fingers of Hawthorne, 
and which seems native’ to Mrs. Slosson.” 
50 cents. 


The Book to Strengthex the Social 
Life of Your Church. 


500 Ways to Help Your Church 


By Tueresa H. Wotcott, Originally appear- 
ing in The Ladies’ Home journal, the. chapters 
of this béok offer a wealth of suggestions for 
wholesome entertainment, hints on making the 
instruction of young people interesting, finan- 
cial plans that include neither sale. nor er, 
and all sorts of sensible ways of encouragin 
the social life of the church. A book. for a 
church workers. $1.00. 


A Book for Men who would Help 
their Fellows. 


Temptation 


By Puitie E. Howarp, is a series of chapters 
on the nature a ing ptation, wit 
a consideration of how to. meet some of the most 
P tati in daily life. 50 cents. 
A Veritable Mine of Suggestive Materiai, 
Including a List of Books and Games. 


Pleasant Sunday Afternoons 
for the Children 


Epirep sy Jonn T. Faris. Suggestions for 
Bible games and other occupations for the free 
hours of Sunday. 50 cents. 


Any of these booxs sent post- 
paid at the advertised prices. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
2031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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which covers up evil and weakness are pro- 
viding far less the snow represents. If 
they would be like it they must really enter 
into the life they pretend to shelter, and 
meet its needs. 

The snow does its work and goes away. 
It belongs to a certain season, and cannot 
endure any other. It does not linger on 
when its own time is But when its 
own time returns it also returns again. It 
embodies service, not continuance, as. its 
real principle of life, and yet just because it 
is service, it does continue. Those who 
seek to live in themselves forever soon per- 
ish. That which dies into something else 
lives on in it. ‘‘If it die,’’ said Jesus, ‘it 
beareth much fruit.” 

Snow can yze agencies of transporta- 
tion just as effectively as floods. The floods 
are roaring, turbulent agencies. The snow 
is still and soft, but it can resist the most 
powerful force brought against it. And it is 
so strong because it is so cumulative and co- 
operative. Flake by flake it is the most 
feeble and impotent thing, but its accumula- 
tion of insignificant individual flakes, its 
piling up of tiny bits which support one an- 
other, give it its authority. It teaches all 
weak things this needed lesson. Alone they 
are helpless. Together they are irresistible. 
Masses of common men and women, work- 
ing together, losing their own separate iden- 
tity in the sovereignty and unity of their 
cause, will in time prevail to accomplish any 
end which they wee! 

The snow is beautiful, but it is cold. 
is charitable, but it is not warm and cheer- 
ful. It does its service, but it often claims 
its victims. It spreads out indiscriminately 
also everywhere,—where it is wanted and 
where it is not. It works just as nature’s 
forces work,—so often in the dark. We 
need to go back of it for our lessons to the 
living and loving God, revealed in Christ. 
He can make us whiter than. snow, and su- 
perior in. every other way. 





| Children at Home 








Grandma’s Fairy 
By Nellie M. Leonard 
H ELEN sat with her dimpled chin propped 


in her hands, watching grandma cut 

out gingersnaps. She was feeling a 
little lonely, for Harold had gone to play with 
Jamie Cameron and Grandpa was at the 
blacksmith’s in Holbrook. 

os De you know what I wish, grandma?’’ 
she asked suddenly. 

‘*Suppose you tell me, dearie,”’ replied 
grandma. 

**I wish I were a fairy, a wee little fairy, 
you know, all dressed in silvery stuff- with 
cute little pink slippers, ‘so tiny that I could 
dance among these morning-glory vines and 
not bend them more’n a butterfly. 

*¢I’d ride on that humming-bird’s back. 
See, grandma, isn’t he cunning? Right there 
on the piazza getting honey from that purple 
morning-glory. I’d ride home with him and 
visit his pretty little nest. I’d go sailing on 
grandpa’s pond in a water-lily boat. Oh, 
what fun I would have!”’ 

** David always said that you had a great 
big wish-bone hidden away somewhere,’’ 
laughed grandma. 

**It’s fon to wish things,’’ insisted Helen, 
‘feven if they don’t come true. I’d creep 
into grandpa’s pocket right among the pep- 
permint drops and go everywhere with him.”’ 

** Fairies make good times for other folks,’’ 
suggested grandma. ‘* You’d help all the 
poor people, I suppose.’’ 

**Oh, yes! I'd bea good fairy and give 
all the poor children in Boston new dresses, 
and candy, and toys. I’d make your house 
all cleaned up, grandma, with cakes and pies 
and puddings in the pantry, so you’d never 
have to cook, When you lost your thimble, 
I'd find it very quickly. We would stay out 
of doors nice mornings like this. When it 
rained, we’d read books, tell stories, and have 
a big box of walnut chocolates to eat. Oh, 
my ! don’t you wish I were a fairy, grandma ?’’ 

A Knock sounded on the door, and in 
walked Dr. Marshall. He had overheard 
Helen’s last words through the open window. 

** Good-morning, Mrs, Major ! I was riding 
by and stopped to leave these tablets you 
wanted for neuralgia,’’ he said briskly. Then 
he pulled one of Helen’s sunny curls. 


It| 





**Good-morning, fairy! Did you walk out 
of a picture book—yellow curls, blue eyes, 
white dress and all? 
for a fairy like to live at my house, 
Some'day, when I’m going to’ B 
take for a spin in my auto.’’ 

**Oh, thank you!” cried Helen, 
will be splendid.”” - 

She sat down on the door-step under the 
morning-glory bells to think over Dr. Mar- 
shall’s words, 

** He called me a fairy,’’ she mused, ‘‘ and 
grandma says that fairies help people. I’m 
going’ to be a fairy to-day. I’m pretty’ big, 
but never mind. I know it will be fun.”” 

She ran to the garden, twisted some red 
geranium blossoms and sprays of myrtle into 
a wreath and pinned it upon her curls. 

«The fairy will make a lovely bouquet for 
the dining-table,’’ planned Helen. she 
gathered a handful of spicy nasturtiums. The 
vase in the sitting-room was empty and she 
filled it with rosebuds, 

The sitting-room was dusty and untidy. 
Grandpa’s boots had left mud on the carpet, 
Harold’s cap was tossed on the floor, and the 
kitten had upset grandma’s work-basket in 
one of his frolics. isi 

The fairy went busily to work. A broom, 
dust-pan and dust-cloth were her magical 
wands, Soon the room was fresh and cozy. 

**Now you must let me wash the cooking 
dishes,’’ insisted Helen, ‘*‘ for I’m a real, truly 
fairy. The doctor said so, and doctors 
always. know.”’ 

Grandma laughed and said she would 
rest while the fairy cleaned her kitchen. 

At last the dishes were shining and clean. 
Then Helen went out to pick some strawber- 
ries. Old Topsie-cat went along, too. 

Then grandma wanted some sugar, so her 
fairy ran a race with Rover to the village store, 

‘* Fairies don’t have time to be the least 
bit lonely,’’ said Helen that night. ‘It’s the 
loveliest game! I mean to bea fairy as long 
as I stay with you.. There won’t be any 


flower gardens and strawberry beds in Bos- 


ton, but my mother will help me snagine what 
a city fairy would do. Why, I think I'll stay 
a fairy long’s I live, grandma! ’’ 


BROOKVILLE, MAss, 








Scoffers 
Often Make the Staunchest Converts 


The man who scoffs at‘an idea or doc- 
trine which he does not fully understand 
has at least the courage to show where 
he stands. 

The gospel of Health has many con- 
verts who formerly laughed at the idea 
that coffee and tea, for example, ever 
hurtanyone. Upon looking into the mat- 
ter seriously, often at the suggestion of a 
friend, pase persons have found that 
Postum and a friend’s advice have 
been their salvation. 

** My sister was emploved in an eastern 
city where she had to do calculating,” 
writes an Okla. girl. ‘‘ She suffered with 
headache until she was almost. unfitted 
for duty. 

‘*Her landlady persuaded her to quit 
coffee and use Postum and in a few days 
she was entirely free from headache.” 
(Tea is just as injurious as coffee because 
it contains caffeine, the same drug found 
in coffee.) ‘* She told her employer about 
it, and on trying it, he had the same 
experience, 

**My father and I have both suffered 
much from nervous headache since I can 
remember, but we scoffed at the idea ad- 
vanced by my sister, that coffee was the 
cause of our trouble. 

** However, we finally quit coffee and 
began using Postum. Father has had 
but one headache now in four years, due 
to a severe cold, and I have lest my head- 
aches and sour stomach which I am now 
convinced came from coffee. 

‘‘ A cup of good, hot Postum is satisfy- 
ing to me when I do not care to eat a 
meal, Circumstances caused me to locate 
in a new country and I feared I would 
not. be able to get my favorite drink, 
Postum, but I was-relieved to find that a 
full supply is kept here with a heavy de- 
mand for it.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read ‘‘The Road to Wellville,” in 
pkgs. ‘* There’s a reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


I'd give all I’m worth | 
ton, Pll |. 
“That | 
















are aggravated = changing 
mang ; 
owen: with the Riond- 


| making, power-creating 
properties of Scott’s 
which contains the purest 
liver oil with hypep hites 
and glycerine, all so i 
prepared that they create rich, 
active, blood, free from 
excessive acids, and at the same 
time build healthy tissue and 
strengthen the entire body. 
Scott’s Emulsion alleviates ail- 
ments due to declining years. 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 12-122 








sure. ‘No pain, no cutting, no . 
15 cents at druggists’ or by mail. 
Giant Chemical Ce., 











Helpful Books 
in Character Building 


A Daily Reminder of the Giver. 


Trumbull Year Book 
_ \Ajbook ‘of daily spacings, composed 
' of striking paragraphs from the pen 
Of the late. Hoary, Clay, Trumbull. 
Compiled by Carouine K. Herrick. 
These daily readings comprise 365 
tagraphs which challenge atten- 
jon and thought. Cloth, 35 cents ; 

leather} go cents. 


A New Presentation of Lincoln's 
Greatness. . 


The Faith of Abraham Lincoln 


By Wi.iiam H: Lampert. Long 
study of original material and an 
enthusiasm guided by sound judg- 
“ment have enabled Major Lambert 
to set forth many evidences of Lin- 
coln’s religious. beliefs and_ prac- 
tises. Its compactness does not 
lessen, but rather emphasizes, the 
importance of this contribution to 
Lincoln literature. 35 cents. 





A Charming Christmas Story. 


The Wise Man’s Goid 


By ‘‘ AnTHOoNyY Hopart.” A charm- 
ing Christmas booklet of 25 pages, 
bound in mauve and gold, with ¢ 
illustrations. The story turns upon 
the experiences of a bit of gold 
through the centuries, and its obser- 
vations of our varied human natures 
as influenced by the gold and what 
it represents in human desire and 
achievement. It is a most pointed 
allegory in application to the com- 
plex life of to-day. 35 cents. 


Bible Stories that Throw New Light 
on the Old Settings. : 


A Voice in the Night 


By Freperick Hari. -Mr. Hall has 
taken some of the most powerful 
and heart-revealing stories of the 
Bible, and has given them a new 
and sharply defined reality for the 
modern reader by disclosing through 

a most sympathetic, imaginative 

ift the inward soul struggles of 

ible men and women. These are 
thrilling pictures of human life in 
the making quite different from the 
ordinarily retold Bible story. They 

are prose poems of intense and com- 
Ihng interest. A beautiful gift 

k. Price, 75 cents. 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

























THE MAYOR % 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
‘The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And co he says to high and low : 
“The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the, city. Equally important is the 
{cleanliness of the smallest home in 

pies alte If this can be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A 


SAPOLIO 


iuthe handsef a bright, active woman 
will ‘keep-a-house clean enongh for 
the Mayor totivein- ~~ ~~~ 
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For His Christmas Gift 
Buy a set of the famous and permanently 
satisfactory 


KREMENTZ 
Collar Buttons 


packed in this attractive, ribbon tied 
Krementz Gift Box. Contains four but- 
tons—one for front of neck, one for 
back of neck, two for sleeves. 
Four 14K. Rolled Gold Plate 
Set A Collar Shea Retails for $1.00 
Cet B Four 10K. Gold Collar But- 
peas. tetas Om Use’ Bes . 
our ) ollar But- 
Set tons. Retails for $6.00 
Ask to see them at any leading jeweler’s or 
haberdasher’s. Or if you cannot find them in 


your town, will -be sold direct on receipt of price. 
Booklet on request. 


See, also, our Bodkia Sets and Cuff Buttons. 


KREMENTZ & CO,, 123 Chestaut St., NEWARK, N. J. 
Largest Manufacturers af High Grade Jewelry in the World. 


WOULD YOU 


Show this wholly visible 
iter to friends 





















palitag van. 22, Jen. 30 and Feb. 18, 1913, fo 
gypt, Palestine, harkey, Greece. Finest accommoda- 

tions—cultured leaders, Descriptive booklet now ready. 

The Chautauqua Tours (iac.), wette Bidg 








Print your own cards, cironlars, 
book, nowspaper. PRESS §5, lar- 
ger $18, Rotary 960. All easy, rules 
sent. Print for others. Big prof- 
it. Write factory for press cata- 
log, TYPE, cards, paper, etc. 


The Press Co., Meriden Coan. 




















The Pastured Sheep 
(Continued from page 744) 


doing of little things rather than in the 
dreaming of great ones that we find ture 
and most perfectly fulfil the conditions of 


growth. 


Going Out Will Save Us from 
“Spiritual Morbidness. 


» L have a dear friend in the heart of Africa. 
His party was out on a trip of exploration, 
One .day they ran out of water. For two 
days he and his comrades suffered the ago- 
nies of thirst. Then they came to a well 
which had been dug by the natives, My 
friend rushed up to the well, his lips parched 
with burning thirst, his whole body yearning 
for the life-giving water. Instead of the 
coveted water he was greeted with a growl. 
A huge lion lea up from the bottom of 
the well, and fell only a few feet short of the 
curb, The lion, too had evidently gone 
there for water. _He had fallen to the bot- 
tom of the dry well, And when my friend 
came looking for water to quench his fiery 
thirst, he found instead a ravenous wild 
beast. 

Is not this a parable of our spiritual lives ? 
So long as we keep going in and going out, 
so long as. we keep these Achsah’s springs 
flowing,—the upper spring of communion, 
and the lower one of practical, loving min- 
istry, —just so long do our lives stay strong 
and sane ; sweet, natural, wholesome. But 
when we grow careless in communion and 
slack in service, when these 
nether springs dry up, and cease from their 
blessed and divine outflow, then come the 
wild beasts of spiritual morbidness and take 
possession, Gloom and despondency, undue 
and unwholesome introspection, unnatural 
craving after spiritual emotions and inward 
frames instead of the daily doing of the will of 
God for our lives, the beclouding of assurance 
and the inswarming of hosts of doubts and 
questionings which the normal faith-life and 
love-life fing off with ease and quickness,— 
all these wild-beast foes possess our inward 
selves, and harass our inward souls. And 
then when men .come.to drink at our Well- 
Springs they find the fountains dry, trans- 
formed into a den. of spiritual foes, and they 
turn away, ye Awe and_ unrefreshed, 
Yea, verily, child of God, ‘there -is nothing 
which will keep your life so. balanced, so 
symmetrical, so free from. morbidness, so 
happy in the Lord, as for you to incarnate 
in your daily everyday life this simple, yet 
sweeping, teaching of our Lord about going 
in and going out. Try.it, and see what a 
wondrous, far-reaching cure it-is for all your 


inner doubts and: darkness. 


Therefore, upon the outside of the door 
to your chamber of’prayer write these words, 
‘Go in.’’ And when the fever of life is 
burning in your blood, when its rush and 
outward tumult are stilling the inward voice 
of God in your soul, when its fret and fric- 
tion are wearing your tired nerves into impa- 
tience and petulance, when the flesh in all 
its pettiness is in imminent danger of con- 
trelling your spirit, words, and acts, and of 
bringing you into the place of humiliation 
and sore defeat, then it is high time to obey 
those golden words and—go in. ~ 

Aad then on the inside of that same closet 
door of communion do not fail to write, in 
imagination, those other simple words, ** Go 
out.’? For you may find such blessing as 
_ go in to study the Book that you would 
ike to tarry there always ; or the gathering 
of the saints in some upper chamber may be 
so precious that you are loth to leave it; or 
the secret place of prayer has so refreshed 
your heart that you would fain spend your 
busy days wholly in supplication. But then 
it is that you need also to *‘go out.’’ Only 
thus can you keep in loving, helpful touch 
with a suffering world that needs Christ 
through you. Only thus can your Christian 
life be kept sweet, wholesome, practical, 
free from eccentricities and perils which at- 
tach to the life of the recluse and the dreamer. 
For here lies the balanced life,—the life 
which ‘‘ finds pasture,’’ the life which grows 
rich, steady, and strong in its Lord. It is 
the life which not only goes in to receive 
from God, but goes out to give to men, 


The Addition. of Christ means the Subtrac- 
tion of self, the Multiplication of influence, 
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mention The Sunday Sc¥ool Times. 





az.d the Division of labor.—-Johkn_ 7imothy 
Stone. 
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Make Your Christmas 
Gift One of Per- | 
manent Value 







To convince you 


Ses 





that this beauti- 
tiful History in 
su- 
P, ustra- 
ted) will 
please 
Offe make a splendid, per- 
manent and valadbla 
Simply tell us to send you the books, 
all charges prepaid. xamine them 
“The United States” 
¢ United dtates 
.is.a.truly.royal Christmas gift, re- 
ee om re decide to keep the’ 
past we: ior no money mntil = 
éasy monthly installments.” 
A Foundation for the 


Special 
D ten volumes ( 
erbly il- 
every member of your 
family —that it will 
Christmas present—we make you this 
liberal Special 30 Day Holiday Offer. 
at your leisure, and if you are not 
convinced that 
turn the set of. books at our: expense 
within ten days. 
en’ you 
yment, and send the balance in 
Home Library and a Gold 
Mine of Information 











The need of a standard 
history for the home has 
long existed — a history 
that would tell, with ab- 
sorbing interest, the story 
of the discovery, marvel- 


Until 
ous growth and develop- 
Jan uary mans ok am demelizy “pas 


that would instruct the student in the un- 
derlying principles of our government—the 
reasons for our greatness—one that would incul- 
cate the proper notions of patriotism and love in 
its younger readers, as well as hold the interest 
and meet the requirements of the scholar and man 
of business. And this need is met in 


«The United States” 


“ A History wherein the Victories of Peace 
are glorii above the Victories of War.” 


Edited yy Edwin soe 4 M.A., Ph.D., and Irving 
E. Rines, assist b many well-known 
American historians. 

Bound in Ten Volumes—One Additional Volume 
Withoat Extra Charge. > Cross-Refer- 

index Purchased. 


Next to the narrative, the most important ‘part 
of an historical or reference work is the index. 
The editorial arrangement of *‘The United States ”’ 
renders it actually anencyclopedia of informa- 
tion on_ Uni States history. ‘hus a real 
study of any phase of our history may be made 
with the positive assurance that every item in the 

c is under that particular heading. It is a 
history for the busy man who desires information 
on a given topic in a hurry ; for the scholar who 
requires an exhaustive source of information ; and 
for the young pupil whose need is met with a brief 
outline, giving all the facts in understandable 

age. 
Tear Off Coupon Below and Mail 
reese RS AOR CENTS NHRD Reece nee: meni 
MAIL TO-DAY 
AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE 
Dept. U., Washington, D. C 

Write your name and address on margin below 
—tear off along dotted line—mail at once, and we 


You Pay 
Nothing 


| FREE pe 











will send you free pamphiet and sample pages. 





























«Crystal Thoughts from the Poets’’ 

Sj gor sot of a solety little volumes ina 
x; sin . n m 

perelmenn wath Silette picture in oval deco- 

Pative design. Each volume contains a_.col 

frontispiece, sixty-four pages of eoretety. 

f the most lar works of favorite 
ort biograph 


selections o' 
authors and sh 4 ar inches. 
Letters 


No. 16, Christ- 
mas letters with 
envelopes to 
match, 3 cents 

for 





col- 
ored stock. 
= 734X5 inches.. 





and a 10 for 45 cen Beautiful 
4 its. ti 
insaeeaees daintily colored. v pe 


Satin ’ 

10 each; & for 45 cents. Covers.of 
satin with utifully colored designs. ‘Tied with 
bon, Greeting in gilt. Size, 5 1-16x35%. 
Post Card Albums 


No. 10. 30 cents, postpaid, for 100 cards. 
cover. . 11x9& inches, 


No. 15. 7 cents, postpaid. 20 + 

Padded mi A. - cover. tle m+ 0? hairs et- 
ters. 11xg inches, : 

ete PeOetes 486 oi i 

» Post ‘. ree picture panels in 

Gainlonte Noting = 

: ‘and Sun- 

Te ; ue. 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as ~ 
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Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Buiid- 
ing, Philadelphia, 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage : 


Five. or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per 


One copy, five years, $6.00, 
Free Copies One free copy aadi- 


. tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in « club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent.to an 
countries embraced, in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which inciudes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Dane. London, E.C., will receive yeariy or 
half-yeariy subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Pena e to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copres anyone wssue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine tt, wili 
be sent free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphie, Pa. 
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